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ANGOLA 


FIRST-HAND INFORMATION ON FNLA BY FRENCH JOURNALIST 


Paris LE MONDE in French 13 May 83 p 6 


[Article by Pierre Gaillard: "With the Forgotten FNLA Partisans; a Tribe Made 
to Last"] 


[Text] Pierre Gaillard, an independent journalist, has just’ spent 2 months 
plowing across Northern Angola in the company of "partisans," those of the 
FNLA (Angolan National Liberation Front), about whom people practically never 
talk since they lost the war against the MPLA (Popular Movement for the Libe= 
ration of Angola) and the Luanda government and since they have been refused 
foreign aid, He has brought back the following first-hand report, 


His name is Ndilango, In French that translates more or less as “he does 
nothing but cry," He was appreaticed to an auto body repair man from Huambo, 
Today he walks along clad in rags and armed with a Kalashnikov whose clip is 
rarely full, Ndilango belongs to the guerilla troops of the FNLA, Officially, 
the FNLA no longer exists, The Iwanda government maintains that it has eli- 
minated the movement, But “he does nothing but cry" and some of his comrades 
came to get me near the border, which I had just illegally crossed, These 
outlaws without any trouble took me across all of Northern Angola to the pro=- 
vince of Luanda, | 


His name is Jigongo, that is, “twin,” At 40 years of age, he holds the rank 

of major and he looks like an old man, He is a wise man, whom one listens to 
with a quite African kind of respect, and a veteran — he has been fighting 
since 1961 — who received his military training from the Chinese during the 
war of independence against the Portuguese, He is above all a great hunter, 
During 22 years in the brush he has chalked up over 500 buffaloes to his credit, 
During the months spent on the march in Angola I was indebted to him for having 


eaten buffalo almost every day, 


His name is Patricio Nsal* Ampasi, A fine name for a commanding general, 
Nsal' Ampasi means “he who is left behind in poor circumstances," he who finds 
himself alone, sad and helpless, In fact Patricio's early years were those of 
an orphan, In 1961 he joined the FNLA underground which was fighting the 
Portuguese colonials, He became a demolition expert: He went from viliage to 
village to remove enemy bombs that had not exploded and turn them into mines, 
When independence was gained, he was, however, a commander among many others 




















since the FNLA held the northern part of the country and shared power in 
Luanda with the two other liberation movements, the MPLA and the National Union 


for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), 


In 1975 the enemy brothers had a fallingeout between themselves, Backed by 

the Soviets and the Cubans, the MPLA gained the upper hand, The UNITA was 
forced to retrench to the south and only managed to survive there with the aid 
of the South Africans, The FNLA, which benefited from the support of the 
French, Americans and Zairians, was more decisively beaten, It lost all of its 
strongholds in the north and its foreign supporters failed it one after the 
other, It was at that point that Nsal* Ampasi stepped into the limelight, 


Once again he was an orphan since President Holden Roberto and the FNLA poli- 
tical leaders were forced to fall back to the Republic of Zaire, Again he was 
"he who is left behind in poor circumstances" because he had to save what 
could be saved, rally in the backwoods those soldiers who had not fled and 

‘ the local populations that had not fallen into the hands of the communist 
enemy, Nsal* Ampasi had to cope with repeated attacks by the MPLA and the 
Cubans, He reorganized his people and set up an underground of over 100,000 
people in the provinces of Cuanza-Norte, Zaire, Uige and Luanda, 


Not Dead, but Silent 


People never talk about this underground and one has the impression that the 
FNLA has really disappeared in the turmoil, This is no accident, The Luanda 
government would like to acknowledge the battles it is waging in the south 
against the UNITA because it can present them as "attacks on the racist 
Pretoria government," but it never talks about the rest of the country, which 
it claims to control, This official silence is deceptive because no one steps 


in to disturb it, 


The FNLA is not dead, but it is silent, Its "liberated zones" are several 
weeks march from the border, The Republic of Zaire, which has long served as 
a base to fall back on, is today hostile to the partisans, The latest auxili- 
aries that transited that country were turned aside, Presicent Holden Roberto 
has not had the right to remain close to his faithful followers and the FNLA 
cannot even speak to assume responsibility for the actions he conducts on 


Angolan territory, 


Nevertheless, things are happening in the areas Luanda claims to control, On 
11 February 1983 a convoy was attacked near Tomboco: 430 dead among the govern= 
ment troops and 2 among the partisans, During the night of 23—24 December 1982 
a skirmish took place less than 100 meters from the road between Tomboco and 
San Salvador, Surprised in the midst of sleep, the FNLA men did not suffer 

a single casualty, If they had not wanted to show me an enemy truck, they 
would not even have been spotted, On 4 September 1962 the post at Kungo=Dia= 
Mizenze (Zaire Province) was attacked by the partisans, 


On 20 August 1982 government troops launched a vast ground and air operation 
against rebel villages in Cuanza-Norte, The latest confrontations took place 
in September when Namibian SWAPO troops stationed at Camp Merces de Melo had 

















to intervene to extricate the Luanda soldiers, The latter left benind over 
30 dead, bazookas, a Berliet AA CG 38 25 and a Toyota CD 260 45, On 9 August 
FNLA fighters assumed the initiative, They attacked the Lutero Vieira coffee 
plantation at Quintexe, According to Nsal‘ Ampasi, that was the 34th coffee 
plantation the MPLA government had to abandon for "lack of security," 


Partisan reports record many other battles in 1982, There are actually two 
wars in Angola and there are also two countries living side by side, There 
are two Bassa=Monteiros, two Zalas, two Ambrizetes, etc, Partisan villages 
are usually hidden under trees less than 20 km from the population centers 
that officially bear the same names, In certain areas, Cuanza=Norte, for 
example, the density of rebel villages is such that we might refer to them as 
truly liberated zones, Elsewhere, the villages and plantations held by the 
government are sometimes concentrated enough to constitute a rather dangerous 
zone for transient partisans, In a province like Zaire we can no longer even 
talk of zones, but rather of simple spots: Each camp controls its villages 
and their access channels; the rest is an immense savanna where their paths 
sometimes cross, but which no one really occupies, 


Inaccessibie 


Rebel country resembles its soldiers, Completely stripped, but formidably 
effective, At the outset they died of hunger in it, Now each village has its 
fields of cassava, peanuts, corn and sometimes sweet potatoes, There are still 
no cattle, but barnyard fowl are abundant, The most insignificant manufactured 
article is worth a fortune, but there is a price index to regulate this pecu- 
liar life style, Monkey meat appears alongside ball-point pens (one of which 
is worth more than two monkeys) and there are four prices for trousers (new, 

2, 6 or 12 months old), Moreover, the shortage of clothing constitutes the 
dominant feature of all the partisans, Like the fighters, the civilians look 


like hoboes or pirates, 


Aside from food, the poverty is total, The partisans, nevertheless, survive 
even though they have not received any aid for years, They are even growing, 

If we are to believe the records of the provincial police chiefs, almost 

12,000 little rebels a year are born, Actually, if the FNLA possessed the 

means of doing so, it would quickly talk about itself, Its fighters are 
seasoned, but not all of them are armed, In the four northern provinces there 
are probably 7,500 ready to fight and as many already trained, waiting for 
weapons recovered from the enemy, The underground has other restraints, Near 
Sao Antonio do Zaire they are supposed to have already been in a position to 
take hostages, but these were French oil technicians and Mr Holden Roberto — 
who has taken refuge in Paris — would have been opposed to doing so, Similarly, 
the partisans have to refrain from attacking trails too close to the Zairian 
border to keep the situation the Angolans who have sought refuge in that country 


are in from further deteriorating, 


What more can we say? The FNLA is not dead, The Luanda government has not 
succeeded in eliminating it and there are less and less chances of its doing 
so because the underground is inaccessible, To kill one of its soldiers or 
recapture one peasant woman from it, the government has to lose much more, 
And Luanda too has limited means, 





They cannot go and look for the FNLA way back in the savanna, in the depths of 
its new Middle Ages, But it, it comes out when it pleases, I marched for 
1,200 km in complete safety to reach the heart of its kingdom, Even though 
people do not talk about it, the FNLA regularly attacks convoys, military posts, 
plantations, With the energy of despair and the weapons the government troops 
themselves supply them with, 


The FNLA is obviously less aggressive than the UNITA, which possesses sizable 
resources, But the UNITA is fighting very far to the south, whereas the FNLA 
general staff is less than 200 km from the capital, The UNITA is fighting in 
desert areas where it would not survive very well without aid from South 
Africa, whereas the FNLA sets up camp in fertile areas, lives off the land and 
immobilizes part of the Angolan economy, 


This can go on for a long time, The partisans held out 14 years against the 
Portuguese and they will certainly hold out longer than that against the MPLA 
and its Cuban allies, The Ndilangos, Jigongos and Nsal' Ampasis live ina 
world of their own, An Africa that still eats elephant, An Africa without 
corrugated iron, without plastics, without beer, without major rescurces, but 
with major needs, They have gone back to living at another pace, Luanda, on 
the other hand, lives in the modern world, The world of political intrigues 
that only last for a while, of trying economic crises and of dovbtful diploma- 
tic negotiations, On the one hand, a government, the MPLA, which is wearing 
out, On the other, atribe, the FNLA, made to last, 
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ANGOLA 





BRIEFS 


ENVOYS PRESENT CREDENTIALS--The chairman of the MPLA-Labor Party and president 
of the People's Republic of Angola, Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, received 
the credentials ac rediting (Anatole Koungou) of the Congo, (Marin Iliescu) of 
Romania, Nabil al-Salawi of Egypt, and Jean Marie Gervais of the Ivory Coast 
as ambassadors extraordinary and plenipotentiaries to our country at the 
Presidential Palace in Luanda this morning. The ceremony of the presentation 
of credentials was attended by Foreign Minister Paulo Jorge, Finance Minister 
Augusto Teixeira de Motos, Foreign Trade Minister Ismael Martins, and also by 
the secretary of the civil servants of the office of the president of the re- 
public. [Text] [MB040939 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 1900 GMT 

3 Jun 83 MB] 


AFP CORRESPONDENT EXPELLED—Specifying that the Angolan minister of foreign 
affairs had ordered him to leave the country by Saturday after declaring him 
persona non grata, on Wednesday, 20 April, the ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY (ANGOP) 
announced that Jean-Luc Porte, a FRENCH PRESS AGENCY (AFP) correspondent and the 
only accredited Western journalist in "anda, has been expelled from Angola 
for “activities incompatible with his status," At the AFP's main office in 
Paris they report that no notice was made to the agency, which "categorically 
rejects" the accusations which are "totally unfounded," The AFP, furthermore, 
"energetically protests this attack on the free exercise of the profession of 
journalism," Jean-Luc Porte has been stationed in Luanda since 17 June 1982, 
[Text] [Paris LE MONDE in French 22 Apr 83 p 3] 11466 


CSO: 3419/935 








CHAD 


FRONTIER INCIDENT PRODUCING '(NTERNATIONAL RAMIFICATIONS' 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3432, 23 May 83 p 1220 


[Text] wats GOING on around Lake Chad? 


Consider the facts on the sequence of 
events as so far made available: on April 28 
the Nigerian government said an incident 
took place on April 18 at Kanasarza Island 
on Lake Chad, in which Nigerian troops 
were attacked by a Chadian patrol, and a 
Nigerian soldier was wounded and two 
Chadians killed. Nigeria protested to Chad 
against this “wanton violation of her ter- 
ntonial integrity”. _ 
This incident in fact took place three 
days before President Habré was in Lagos 
for a summit meeting of the Chad Basin 
Commission, its first for six years. Presum- 
ably Nigeria’s concern at the incident 
(which, it was said, was the culmination of 
various incidents of harassment which had 
led to troop reinforcements at the Lake) 
was mentioned to him. The government 
statement was not made, however, until 
after he had left, and during the official 
visit of Col. Gaddafi, the Libyan head of 
state, whose hostility to Habré is well 
known. It must have helped the otherwise 
ambivalent visit to go with a swing. 
Subsequently, there have been talks be- 
tween officials of the two governments on 
the question of border delimitation in the 
lake, where there is a real problem due to 
the appearance of new islands because of 
the current low water levels. In the past, 
the islands have also been used as hideouts 
by Chadian rebels. Then, on May 16, The 
New Nigerian published a story that there 
had been further fighting because Nigerian 
troops had begun an offensive »o recapture 
Nigerian islands held by Chadian troops, 
with heavy loss of life on the Chad side. 
Military sources said that in the latter part 
of April, 3,000 Nigerian fishermen had 
been made homeless and lakeside villages 


had been pillaged by Chadian raiders, and 
the border with Cameroon had been 
closed. The National Concord quoted 
Alhaji Shehu Musa, Secretary to the gov- 
ernment, as saying Nigeria would ‘meet 
force with force’. 

All this could not have come at a worse 
time for Hissen Habre, who is currently 
facing critical military actions in the north 
of Chad for the key centre of Faya 
Largeau, threatened by tie Libyan backed 
forces of his opponents, Goukhouni Wed- 
deye and Abdelkader Kamougue. “Radio 
Bardai”, Goukhouni’s radio, has been 
making great capital from the Nigeria- 
Chad rift, playing up what it calls “the 
recent rapprochement’ between “Nigeria, 
the giant of Africa” and “the great Libyan 
Jamahariyah”’. 

On the face of it, a genuine frontier 
incident comparable to that which hap- 
pened between Nigeria and Cameroon in 
1981, is developing international ramifica- 
tions because of the excessively febrile 
situation of Chad. 

A broadcast of ‘‘Radio Bardai”’ 
said that the incident between 


Nigerian and Chadian troops on April 18 
was a “strange affair’, and ‘the tnystifica- 
tion ang greut publicity about this matter 
could mislead national and internationa! 

In “bringing about the Lake Chad 
events” said the broadcast, ‘‘Hissen Habre 
wanted to make believe once again that he 
is a super nationalist ana a defender of 
Chad’s territory”. It recalled that earlier 
Radio Ndjamena had alleged that two 
Libyan aircraft stacked with arms had 
landed at Maiduguri on April 2. Habre, it 
said, wanted to play the innocent, and 
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made libellous accusations against a Nige- 
ian army general, a businessman and a 
respectable Imam, “‘all of them Nigerians 
who are well known for their common 
sense and their humanitarian spirit.’ The 
purpose was to try to create dissent among 


3400/1475 





Nigerian leaders, because ‘‘the Habre cli- 
que” concerned at the “great prestige and 
hospitality which GUNT sympathisers en- 
joy in Nigeria’. They also did not like the 
recent Nigeria-Libya rapprochement. 








ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


AGREEMENT WITH HUNGARY--The governments of Ethiopia and Hungary today signed 
additional protocols facilitating the effective application of the previous 
bilateral friendship and cooperation agreement. Comrade Goshu Wolde, minister 
of foreign affairs and COPWE Central Committee member, and Comrade Ambassador 
Elek Toth of Hungary initialed the documents on behalf of their governments. 
[Text] [EAO020153 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 31 May 83 
EA] 
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GAMBIA 


PATH TO CONFEDERATION WITH SENEGAL DEPICTED AS DIFFICULT 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3431, 18 May 83 pp 1158, 1159 


["Matchet's Diary column: 


[Text } 


THE BEST of Senegambian intentions can 
sometimes go astray. Mam Less Dia, intre- 
pid director of the satirical Senegalese 
publication Le Politicien ccnceived the 
idea that it would be a useful contribution 
to the development of a common identity 
in the Senegambian confederation to 
launch an English version of his by now 
well-established Dakar-based monthly 
publication. Accordingly he recruited a 
Gambian editor, Ngang Thomas, and 
armed with a letter of authority from the 
Senegalese Information Minister, Djyibo 
Ka, who also happens to be the Confederal 
Information Minister, went ahead to bring 
out Le Politicien (Gambia edition) which 
was to have appeared on the streets of 
Banjul at the beginning of May. [rr four 
pages of tabloid, the first issue dealt mainly 
with Gambian questions, but with 20 per 
cent about Senegal. Almost all was in 
English (with a few Wolof headings) and, 
as one might expect from a publication that 
makes a regular feature of cartoons, there 
were a number of illustrations. including a 
caricature of President Jawara knocking 
on the door of medicine-man Abdou 
Diouf, asking assistance in curing the 
malady of “illicit enrichment”. The paper 
also contained an editorial appealing to the 
authorities in Banjul to understand that the 
publication was a “tribune” for the Gam- 
bian people at the service of the Senegam- 
bian people “to guarantee the place of 
justice and truth in society.” The paper 
recalled that The Gambia had entered into 
a pluralist democracy well before Senegal, 
which was why it was convinced that 
President Jawara would not raise barriers 
to the paper. 

Embellished with these nobie senti- 
ments, 3,000 copies of the paper printed in 


"Senegambian Satire" | 


Dakar were driven by road to the frontier. 
where they were promptly seized by the 
authorities, and the Gambian editor. as 
well as two Senegalese (the business repre- 
sentative and the driver) were arrested. 
The latter two were released and expelled. 
but Thomas continued in detention. At this 
point Mam Less intervened. by issuing a 
Statement to news agencies explaining 
what had happened. and saying that he has 
unseccessfully tried to obtain the interven- 
tion, of the Ministers of Information and 
the Interior in Senegal (who are con‘eder- 
al), but they had said it was an internal 
Gambian matter that had nothing to do 
with the confederation. He therefore said 
that he has decided to go to Banjul himself. 
to stand as prisoner in place of his Gam- 
bian editor, since he was the director of the 
publication. However, in the meantime the 
Gambian authorities had heard of this on 
the radio (via the BBC. one imagines) and 
Ngang Thomas was released before the 
Politicien's director got to Banjul. 

From Dakar, Mam Less told me of 
his meeting with Fafa Mbai. Minister of 
Justice, who said that the Gambian govern- 
ment did not accept that the president and 
ministers could be caricatured. It did not 
conform with “the Gambian mentality”, 
said the minister. At this, Mam Less asked 
what was the difference between the Sene- 
galese and Gambian mentality, since they 
were the same people. The Minister finally 
accepted that ministers could be carica- 
tured, but not the president, and insisted 
that although the confederation existed. 
there were still laws in The Gambia and 
laws in Senegal, and the Gambian law had 
been broken. In justification he read out 
articles of the State of Emergency which, 
of course. still obtains in The Gambia. The 
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Minister even reminded Mam Less that 
under these regulations he could be de- 
tained 90 days without trial, a term renew- 
able by the Presicent. The Minister, says 
Mam Less, also admitted having had the 
letter of authorisation from the confederal 
minister, but said he had not had the time 
yet to have it translated. 


As we go to press. Mam Less is still 
waiting for authorisation. but is already 
planning his next issue. He stresses that he 
has nothing against the Gambian govern- 
ment, and wishes to obey their rules, 
adding that the point of the paper was to 
make a contribution to the establishment 
of Senegambia — the first publication to 
take this initiative. He underlines the irony 
of the fact that there was nothing in the 
first edition to upset the Gambians, and 
that it was condemned unseen on‘the basis 
of prejudiced reports made to Banjul. 
When I wondered if it might have been 
tactful to seek some kind of informal 
clearance. he said that any Dakar-based 
publication can be sold in The Gambia in 
the normal way. adding that if there were 
‘disguised enemies of Senegambia™ 
around. Le Politicien would not avoid 
denouncing them. All this may sound like a 
storm in a Senegambian teacup. but it is 
instructive as to how difficult may be the 
path of practical confederalism. It could 
also be seen as a sign that. although the 
Gambia may not yet be ready for a satirical 
opgan, material for sych a publication is 
not lacking. 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


TRADE AGREEMENT WITH LESOTHO--Commerce Minister John Okwanyo has said Kenya 

and Lesotho will intensify their efforts in order to improve on the current 

low level of trade between them. He said trade between the two countries 
dropped from 3 million shillings in 1979 to 1 million shillings in 1982. 

Mr Okwanyo was speaking after signing a trade agreement on behalf of the Kenya 
Government with Lesotho. The minister indicated that the two countries are 
faced with similar problems, which require their cooperation to solve. He 
noted that the trade agreement will enable the two countries to increase the 
volumes of trade between them. The minister also noted that Kenya and Leso- 
tho are firm believers in African unity and cooperation. The Lesotho high 
commissioner to Kenya, Mr (Francis Matoloane) [name and title as heard], signed 
the agreement on behalf of his country. He noted that the agreement will 
strengthen the existing cooperation between the two countries. [Text] [LD280543 
Nairobi Domestic Service in English 1600 GMT 27 May 83 EA] 


CSO: 3400/1496 
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LESOTHO 


GOVERNMENT DENIES HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
MB251648 Maseru Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 25 May 83 


[Text] A government spokesman dismissed as preposterous the claims by 
Mr Charles Mofeli that there is a campaign of gross violation of human rights 
in Lesotho launched by the ruling Basotho National Party [BNP]. 


Referring to a statement made at the Lancer's Inn bar by Mr Mofeli, yesterday, 
the spokesman said that the grossly unsubstantiated claims had already been 
answered by the acting prime minister of agriculture, the honorable Peete N. 
Peete in parliament recently when he said that if there were people masquerad- 
ing as BNP liaision officers who were initimidating people into joining the 
BNP, such people should be reported immediately to the police, who would take 
action against them. The spokesman said that having heard the statement by 
the acting prime minister, it was incumbent upon Mr Mofeli to bring such peo- 
ple to the authorities and see what would happen. 


Referring to Mr Mofeli's allegation about the abuse of food aid by the govern- 
ment institutions, the spokesman said that all donors of Food for Work in 
Lesotho have representatives in this country and are able to monitor the man- 
ner in which the donated food is used. The spokesman assured Mr Mofeli that 
the fact that international agencies continued to respond to Lesotho's request 
for food aid was a testimony to their satistaction in the use of their aid. 
The spokesman added that is the usual stance of the opposition leaders in the 
country to seek cheap popularity by spreading allegations of food aid abuse 
without considering the interests of the poor people who benefit from this aid. 


He said the challenge is still open. Mr Mofeli should produce evidence so that 
action may be taken on the strength of that evidence. Allegations and implica- 
tions of motives about the prime minister's visit to eastern Europe are part of 
old tripe that Mr Mofeli has often used to receive South Africa's financial 


support. 


CSO: 3400/1496 
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LESOTHO 


FOREIGN MINISTER RETURNS FROM FAR EAST VISIT 29 MAY 
MB301600 Maseru Domestic Service in Sesotho 1130 GMT 30 May 83 


[Excerpts] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr E.R. Sekhonyana, arrived back 
home yesterday after paying official visits to five Far East countries. On 
arrival, Mr Sekhonyana said that his visit had given Lesotho the opportunity 
to exchange views on world affairs, particularly those affecting Lesotho, 
with the nations he visited. The minister of foreign affairs said that many 
agreements were also signed in the economic and technical fields between 
Lesotho and those countries he visited. 


On relations between Lesotho and South Africa, the minister said he was great- 
ly concerned by the measures taken by South Africa, especially since there are 
no real reasons for South Africa's actions, which have caused a lot of hard- 


ship for the Basotho people. 


He also announced his preparedness to go anywhere and to have talks with any- 
body ir the effort to build up good relations between the Basotho and other 
nations. Mr Sekhonyana said he would have talks with the South African minis- 
ter of foreign affairs in Johnanesburg next Friday. 


CSO: 3497/7 
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LESOTHO 


BRIEFS 


SPOKESMAN REFUTES COMMUNIST TIES--The spokesman for the Lesotho government yes- 
terday sharply criticized the editorial of MOELETSI WA BASOTHO of 29 May [as 
heard] this year as shear anachronism and mandarin. The spokesman was reacting 
to the MOELETSI WA BASOTHO editorial which criticizes Dr Johanthan's government 
for establishing diplomatic relations with the communist countries of Europe 

and the Far East, and in particular his current visit to these countries. He 
said that MOELETSI WA BASOTHO, pretending to speak in the name of Christianity 
in Lesotho, has on several occasions displayed utter ignorance of political and 
diplomatic activities of the world, and even that of the church. He further 
warned MOELETSI WA BASOTHO that the Catholic Church has diplomatic relations 
with the communist countries in the interest of Christianity without sacrific- 
ing Christian principles. He asked why if relations with communist states is 
interpreted as accepting communist principles can the Catholic Church and other 
Western Christian states be absolved from the accustion. He added that diploma- 
tic relations between nations are intended to normalize relations and promote 
world peace. The spokesman concluded by inviting MOELETSI WA BASOTHO to always 
come and seek correct explanation of government policy before making such utter- 
ly false statements. [Text] [MB271440 Maseru Domestic Service in English 


0500 GMT 27 May 83] 


CSO: 3400/1496 
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LIBERIA 


ECONOMIC SQUEEZE REPORTEDLY TIGHTER NOW THAN IN 1979 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3431, 18 May 83 pp 1174, 1175 


[Article by Patrick Quarcoc ] 


[Text } 


FROM the sky it pricks the eye, this 
mottled brown landscape of marsh, brown 
water and swaying palms with a sprinkling 
of hamlets. Roberts International Airport, 
the ultimate stop is something of a shock, 
small, quiet, almost self-effacing. You 
walk into pistol-toting policemen rattling 
the local patois, the first sign of Africa’s 
America: “‘Ma man, da your first visit?”’ I 
stop the cab “Monrovia City? Twennie 
dollars . . .’’ This is not my first visit, my 
last was in 1979 in the heady days of the 
Tolberts. “Ma man, I not paying no more 
than five dollars...” 

You wake up much later than usual. The 
first time it was the constantly changing 
patter of rain against the window panes. 
This time it is the laziness.of the Monro- 
vian sun. It’s seven, sky’s still drowsy from 
a long night’s sleep. There's the smell of 
fresh coffee and from the door someone’s 
piping the strange and beautiful lingo; the 
city awaits me. At least that’s what hap- 
pened to me in Monrovia in 1979. I was an 
eager freelance then, running after states- 
men and gossip at the OAU summit. 
During the months after the summit I 
followed the city’s life stream. 

Today the Revolution is on, “In the 
cause of the People’ as the gleaming 
stickers at the back of tint-glassed BMWs 
and Honda Accords now proclaim. The 
city still wears its sunny smile. Unlike 
many revolutionary cities (like Accra and 
Dar es Salaam) the shops are still filled 
with imported candles and denim pants. 
The weekends still explode with the sound 
of laughter and jazzy stereo music and the 
kids play video games at the city’s amuse- 
ment centres. Yet behind the sunny smile 
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is the real heartbeat of the city that the 


casual one-week visitor will never find. 
Today the squeeze is tighter. Says Kamara. 
a Guinean tailor who, in 1979 was the taxi 
driver with whom I explored the city, 
“Rough man, you gotta sweat...” 
Underneath the smilie, the unemploy- 
ment rates keep rising. America has kept 
its promise to keep the dollars coming in, 
but it has simply not been enough to keep 
the smile from fading. Rising oil imports, 
increasing government expenditure and 
low revenues have given migraines to 
government economists. Salaries have 
been cut by up to 25 per cent but it has not 
solved the problem. The latest solution has 
been to get businessmen to pay their taxes. 
The handsome, stocky Minister of Fi- 
nance, G. Alvin Jones is not a man to trifle 
with. He personally leads a special Task 
Force which moves from premises \9 pre- 
mises picking up the taxes. Six mMlion 
dollars in three months, that’s what 
purser has collected in so short a time. 
Benson Street and Waterside, the main 
commercial areas, the Alvin letter and his 
long red Scotch tape are closing shops 
unable to pay accumulated taxes. ; 
All this irks the mainly Levantine busi- 
ness community. The new medicine itself 
has not been enough. Some businesses, 
many of which have never paid taxes, have 
simply closed shop, moved premises and 
changed names. It’s a game of robbers and 
cops and some. it is said, have simply set 
fire to their premises. The buck has ended 
with the insurers. In a surprising move, the 
Ministry of Transport, Commerce and 
Industry has restricted 33 businesses to 
Liberians including tailoring, barbering 
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and accounting. All this has generated no 
small heat. Liberia's National Investment 
Committee has condemned the decision. 
The business community points to history. 
The late President Tubman had to relax 
that law because local businesses were 
inefficient and led to higher charges on 
customers. Says the adamant Minister, 
only the military head. Commander-in- 
Chief (C-C) Doe can change it. 

All these have pointed to the military 
presence which has not been too obvious 
over the past month. except for the few 
who accompanied the First Lady, Mrs. 
Nancy Doe, to the Waterside Market in 
downtown Monrovia. She had come, she 
said, to show herself to the people. to pui 
to rest the “‘vicious rumours: circulated by 
a Sierra Leonean newspaper that her hus- 
band had allegedly shot her. The crowd is 
ecstatic. The military presence was felt at 
the Sierra Leonean border. The command 
post was a scene from an American film. 
Prim, weill-cut officers moving among the 
ranks guarding the border. The 2,000 
troops at the border set the scene for a 
battle of nerves for the time they were 
there. 


Underneath all the political ping-pong 
between Liberia and Sierra Leone were 
hard cash costs. Sources close to the De- 
fence Ministry quoted payments of $25 to 
officers, $10 to the ranks per day. It will 
leave a scar on a shaky budget and eco- 
nomy. The relative strength of the dollar 
had encouraged smuggling across the Libe- 
rian-Sierra Leonean border. The closure 


3400/1472 
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saw meat queues winding out of the 
Lebanese shops. Even then the laughter 
could be heard above all that. 

In five years since my last visit, nothing 
has really changed. The probiem of finding 
and keeping female companions 1s a matter 
in which I had little expert knowledge. My 
professional friends point to money, boid- 
ness and luck in that order. Gurley Street 
has the answer and here you do not need 
‘the boldness and the luck. Sleek, bouncy 
girls throw the Americanised patois at you: 
“‘Wha’ you say?” Three years ago, they 
were mainly the ‘country girls” needing to 
pay their way through school. Toda" they 
are more diverse, the trickling immigrants, 
and the jobless urbanites just out of school. 
Even here the laughter rings with the joy of 
jeans and canned coke. 

Back to the Roberts Internationa. Air- 
port, Ghana’s new DC10 touches down for 
its first flight to the thunderous applause of 
many Ghanaians and Liberian dignitaries 
who had come to see it landed by a 
Ghanaian pilot. 

As the shining sky bird raises its nose to 
the sky, I look out, then to my lap to find 
the coloured postcard with the inscription 
“Monrovia — city of beautiful hills”. Behind. 
it is the large crabby handwriting of an old 
friend ending with a quote from Carlos 
Fuentes: 

Did we come here to laugh or cry 

Are we dying or being born? 
A smile came to my face, this was the only 
memento from the city which keeps 
laughing in the face of difficulties. 














MOZAMBIQUE 


BRIEF 


CHINESE AID TO MATOLA--In Maputo today, the Chinese ambassador to Mozambique 
handed over a donation from the Chinese Red Cross in response to an appeal 

made to the international community by the Mozambique Government for assistance 
in rebuilding the town of Matola, recently attacked by the aircraft of the 
racist South African regime. The donation, which was presented to the state 
secretary for foreign affairs, is valued at $20,000. [Text] [MB030653 Maputo 
Domestic Service in Portuguese 1700 GMT 2 Jun 83 MB] 


CSO: 3442/254 
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STUDENTS REPORTEDLY BECOMING INCREASINGLY MILITANT 


London WEST AFRICA in English No 3431, 18 May 83 p 1156 


NIGER 


[Text ] THE LATEST student strike in Niger authorities, but that 50 remained incarcer- 
started at the beginning of the month over ated. The 50 were understood to be 
a technical disagreement with the Universi- leaders of the students’ and school pupils’ 
ty authorities over examination arrange- unions. A boycott of lessons was being 
ments. Now it has achieved a momentum maintained at schools in Maradi, but pupils 
of its own which could lead to interesting had returned to work in Dosso. 
political consequences for the nine-year- ae 
old military regime led by Brigadier- _ At one level the strike is another man- 
Gener2! Kountché. ifestation of a relatively priviledged group 

The strike began at the small agronomy wanting to have more of a voice in what is 
faculty (the ESA) of Niamey University. Widely acknowledged to be a tightly-run 
But it has now been supported by the Country led by a somewhat twitchy regime. 
students’ union, the UENUN, and the But the increasing militancy of Nigerien 
secondary school pupils, represented by students over the last few years (this is not 
the USN. Seventeen of the ESA’s fifty the first time they have flexed their mus- 
students, including (some would say not _—“l€s) is more than the unmasking of self- 
surprisingly) some Voltaics, were expelled interest. It is significant both in its own 
following the occupation, on April 21, of | "ght — the unrest has caused death, injury 
their classrooms, and the “kidnapping” of and considerable unease — and because it 
the faculty’s Director and several lecturers. is one reflection of the fact that the 

Since then the situation has been further © Kountché regime’s past record and future 
dramatised, partly because of the apparent plans do not allow for any autonomous 
over-reaction of Niger’s effective and well- __— political opposition. 
oiled security machine. Police with guns The troubles come at a time of renewed 
tear-gas launchers and batons have several “austerity” due in part to plummeting 
times intervened on campus, once to res- receipts from uranium exports in the wake 
cue a colleague who, according to the of a worldwide supply glut. They also come 
Minister-Delegate for the Interior, had  at_an embarassing time for the military's 
been hung up by his feet and beaten. “Development Society” plans, which are, 

Several students and police have been officials say, almost ready to implement. — 
injured in scuffles around the campus and In theory the Development Society's 
one of the demonstrators was killed while Sructure will aoe sae’ vot aoe of 
trying to escape detention. The martyrdom igerien society into a national decision- 
of this victim has led to an extension of the aking process. In practice, detractors 
original five-day strike with a period of five yn een hep = Soowt tiene. 

, os 2 99 mi ° » 
ee level Samaris youth groups (the basic unit 

About five hundred students attended of the structure) may have become an 
the funeral, and several thousand marched important part of local politics. salaried 
through the dry and dusty streets of Nigeriens are somewhat patronising about 
Niamey demanding the release of over 200 the feasibility of passing decisions up the 
of their colleagues. The detained were pyramid. President Kountché has made it 
being held at the Tondibia barracks near clear on several occasions that even when 
the capital. As West Africa went to press it the “Constituent Assembly” comes — 
was learnt that 250 arrested students held perhaps this year —,the army will retain a 
at Tondibia had been released by the pre-eminent role. 

CSO: 3400/1473 ” 





NIGERIA 


PRESIDENT SHAGARI SCORES FORMER GOVERNOR OF KANO STATE 


Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 10 May 83 pp 1, 18 


[Text] PRESIDENT Shehu Shagari yesterday told the people of Kano to rejoice 
for regaining freedom from the tyranny of the former State Governor, Alhaji 


Abubakar Rimi. 


Addressing one of the largest crowd in Kano City yesterday, President Shagari 
congratulated them on their freedom from oppression as Governor Rimi resigns 
as governor of the state. 


He declared" "I have also come to Kano to rejoice with you because at last, 
Allah has heard our prayers... He has heard your prayers because you have 
suffered for lo long. 


“Allah has listened to your prayers and removed you from the iron rule of 
Abubakar Rimi who is now gone and gone forever... I feel everybody ought to 
rejoice with the people of Kano because they have been saved at last..." 
President Shagari said. 


He warned the people: “Never allow yourself again to come into contact with 
Rimi. Rimi has gone and gone forever." 


"I have already started seeing changes, a lot of changes... there is apparent 
peace in Kano now.. there are no abusive languages, everything is going on in 
the NPN way, peace and Aminci, that is NPN .. it is already evident", he said. 


President Shagari thanked the people for their support during the last elec- 
tion and urged them to vote enmasse for his party both at the state and 
Federal levels. 


He remarked: "I thank you most sincerely because of the support you have 
given me in the last election in 1979. I will not forget that Kano State 
contributed immensely to my success in winning the Presidential election. 
Without the contribution of Kano State I would not have won and for that I am 


most grateful." 


President Shagari commended the new manifesto of the party to the people. 
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He said the manifesto would give all the good things the party had in stock 
for Nigerians. 


"Unlike other parties which said they cannot change their manifestoes, we have 
reviewed our own manifesto; we have taken into considerations our experience 
and in this manifesto we have taken what in our view will be best for Nigeri- 
ans and indeed the people of Kano City.." 


CSO: 3400/1418 
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NIGERIA 


KANO PAPER: KANO GOVERNOR WISE TO RESIGN 
Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 8 May 83 p 1 
[Editorial: "Rimi's Exit, Dawakin Tofa's Tasks"] 


[Text] FROM May 1, 1983, Alhaji Abubakar Rimi ceased to be Governor of Kano 
State, National Secretary and member of Imoudu PRP, having resigned from all 
three the previous day. Rimi has since been formally presented as the NPP 
governorship candidate in the state. Given the dilemma facing the Imoudu PRP, 
the risks involved in deciding not to resign, and, much more importantly, 
Rimi's determination to seek re-election this eyar, this is a politically wise 
decision. To have decided otherwise is to open one's self to the risk of dis- 


qualification by FEDECO. 


Even when viewed against such a backgrop, however, Rimi's action would also 
seem to have been based on his confidence and an optimistic assessment of his 
electoral chances. His, is an optimism based in part, on his pride in percep- 
tion of his own popularity, which he believes will prove decisive in the 
coming contest for the control of Kano. 


No doubt, the achievements of the Rimi administration have been very appre- 
ciable, especially in the rural areas of the state. The quality of life in 
the rural areas has been uplifted through the provision of basic amenities 
like health clinics, hospitals, schools, water and electricity. The adminis- 
tration's rural electricity programme has, in particular been very successful. 
Between October 1979 and 1982 alone, for instance, over 60 towns and villages 
in the state were supplied with electricity, and many more will be covered 
under the scheme in the next few months. And there is also the administra- 
tion's mass education programme, which has proved eminently successful. To 
all these must also be added the cancellation of the Haraji and Jangali taxes 
which helped to sever the links between the people and the oppressive tradi- 
tional institutions. 


Still, given PRP's overwhelming victory at the polls in 1979, the goodwill it 
enjoyed in the state and the always assured support of the assembly, the Rimi 
administration could have done a lot more. The split within the PRP, it could 
be argued, somehow diverted the administration's attention from the work at 
hand. But it cannot, however, be denied that the crisis also afforded the 


Rimi administration a golden opportunity to re-define the PRP programmes and 

















posit them within a much clearer ideological perspective. The quarrel itself 
was supposed to have been caused by different in "principles and ideology." 


Social amenities like water, electricity, hospitals, schools, etc, can be 
provided and are, in fact, being provided, by governments controlled by all 
kinds of parties. But the superiority that a party like the PRP can claim 
over all other parties is based on the fact that, unlike them, it is required 
by its very position to provide such amenities within a particular ideological 
context and to use every opportunity to mobilize the people and organize them 
for the total liberation of society. The Rimi administration failed to do 
this. Consider, for instance, the administration's mass education programme. 
The Rimi administration could have used the scheme not only to teach the mas- 
ses the skills of reading and writing but also, and more importantly, for the 
purpose of political education and re-orientation along ideological lines. If 
it had done this, a much more favourable climate would have been created for 
the translation of PRP's programme of redemption. 


Similarly, the Rimi administration could have used the opportunity provided by 
the report of the land investigation panel it set up in 1980--on which there 
is still no white paper--to expose the land grabbers and to mobilize and 
channel the energies of the Kano masses towards the larger goals of the strug- 
gle. Land, in Kano, like in all other places, is central to the survival and 
welfare of the people. To take the land away from them is to deny them their 
very means of livelihood. It is therefore a failure on the part of a PRP 
controlled government not to have released the report and implemented its 


findings. 


Given all this, the task before the new governor, Alhaji Abdu Dawakin Tofa, is 
to maintain the tempo of the government's achievements, try to see that some 
of the major projects are completed before October 1, 1983, and sustain the 
radical outlook of the PRP. In particular Governor Dawakin Tofa should give 
attention to urban problems like the provision of sewage facilities, public 
conveniences, and adequate water supply for the more deprived areas of the 
Kano metropolis. The government has done and is doing a good job in the area 
of refuse disposal, but much more can be done in this connection. A vigorous 
campaign ought to be launched aimed at getting the people themselves to see 
and understand the importance of sanitation. 


CSO: 3400/1420 
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NIGERIA 


RIGGING OF COUNTRY'S POLITICS DISCUSSED 
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 11 May 83 p 7 


[Article by 'Supo Ibikunle] 


[Text] IT is a common experience in Nigeria that those who lose election in- 
variably ascribe their defeat to the alleged rigging of the election by their 
opponents. The winner was always accused of foul play. 


It is also generally observed that underdog parties--parties which seem to 
have insufficient hope of winning the election--always cry loud about the fear 
of election manipulation by their opponents. 


Such was the case in 1965 during the parliamentary elections in the former 
Western Nigeria when Chief Bisi Onabunjo told a Press conference there might 
be no election until certain alleged irregularities were rectified. 


The Ogun State Governor, whose party, the defunct Action Group, formed an 
alliance with the defunct NCNC in the UPGA, was attacking the ruling party, 


NNDP. 


He then threatened that his alliance would rather have another emergency 
period (there was one in 1962) in the region than allow the election to be won 


by the NNDP. 


However, Chief O. B. Akin-Olubgade, then an executive of the A. G. came out 
strongly against this opinion. He declared the next day that the AG would not 
boycott the election. 


He said: “Practically, all the strategies planned by our opponents to rig the 
election were known to us and counter-measures had been planned to foil all 
such plan and expose them" 


This time around we are experiencing a spate of accusations of rigging once 
again. Chief Awolowo of the UPN recently declared at Murtala Muhammed Air- 
port, Ikeja: "We shall take the laws into our hands, do what is right and 
destroy any radio station that announces false election figures as was done in 
1965”. 
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Even when Chief Awolowo decided to ‘amend’ what he said at the airport it was 
still descernible from his retraction that he was preaching strong hand 


measures. 


He was reported to have explained that all he said was that UPN supporters 
should be on guard to avert rigging. He said he was not going to dismiss the 
information of rigging now in his possession with a wave of the hand like he 


did in 1979. 


The justification or otherwise of this declaration is not here in question. 
The issue is that of rigging. How genuine is the fear? 


It was generally believed that the 1979 elections were very fair. Anybody who 
was defeated in most of the constituencies, it was generally agreed, was be- 
cause he was rejected by the electorate, not because of foul play by his 


opponents. 


However, some defeated candidates of party simply refused to accept this 
reality. But the results of the first three elections in the series--Senator- 
ial, Houses of Assembly in the states, and the House of Representatives-- 
showed the NPN as the strongest, which had the best hope of winning the presi- 


dency for Alhaji Shagari. 


All the other presidential candidates knew the strength of the NPN through 
these previous elections yet some of them selfishly attemted a gang-up to stop 
Shagari from winning. 


The GNPP leader, Alhaji Waziri Ibrahim, the apostle of "politics without 
bitterness", was the first to cry wolf. To Alhaji Waziri who won landslide 
victories in the said three elections in his home base, Borno State, the NPN 
victories in far away Sokoto State, where Shagari comes from, were rigged! 


Dr. Azikiwe's NPP won very well in his two Ibo states of Anambra and [word 
illegible], and also Plateau State of the defunct Middle Belt Movement, an 
antagonist of the ruling NPC in the defunct Northern Nigeria. 


Late Mallam Aminu Kano's PRP continuously held sway in his home base, Kano 
State. And, the most ambitious presidential candidate, Chief Awolowo, won 
incredibly in the Yoruba States of former Western Region, Lagos State, and 
marginally in Bendel State. It was the first time his party would sweep the 


polls among his Yoruba people. 


Only the NPN collected votes around and across the length and breadth of Ni- 
geria. While the UPN shouted to the rooftops of having robbed of the presi- 
dency, one fact still remains to the contrary--the statistics of the votes. 


It was strikingly ture that the results of the election confirmed our tribal 


block-voting pattern. The pattern was regretfully obvious where politicians 
tended to encourage the politics of tribal allegiance and ethnic loyalties. 
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Shagari's scores in the six majority areas and seven minority areas are: 


A. 

(1) Sokoto --68 . 582% 
(2) Bauchi ~-62.48% 
(3) Kaduna --43,00% 
(4) Gongola --35.52% 
(5) Borno --34.712% 
(6) Kano --19,942% 
B. 

(1) Benue --76.38% 
(2) Niger -~-74.882 
(3) Rivers --72.652 
(4) Cross River --64.62% 
(5) Kwara --53.62% 
(6) Bendel --37.74% 
(7) Plateau --34.74% 








This shows that Shagari did not score the expected highest votes in his 
Fulani-Hausa home states of Sokoto and Bauchi. His strength was much higher 
in the minority areas of Benue, Niger, and Rivers State. 


Compare this with Awolowo's showing among his home tribe: 


Ogun --92.612% 
Ondo --94 .502% 
Oyo --85. 782% 
Lagos --82.302 


Even Zik of Africa fame could not match this Awo showing. Among his people, 
the Igbos he had in Anambra State, 82.88% and in Imo, 84.692. 


One can now assess the extent of support, real or manipulated which each 
candidate had in his home base. 


And, here comes the issue of rigging. One finds it difficult to manipulate 


elections and their results where one's support is nil or insignificant. It 
is very easy to rig an election when one is so domineering that one is held in 


awe by the opponent. 


In short, had the NPN so much rigging propensity as its rivals anumee Sokoto 
NPN could not have performed so dismally. 


While the UPN leader could poll well over 90% (would acclaimed political 
scientists will always refuse to accept such figures as genuine) and among his 
tribe, Shagari's best figure of 76% was made in an erstwhile hostile 


territory. 


We are now better informed. UPN leaders in Yoruba West who had decamped to 
the NPN have explained how they and their supporters rigged the elections in 
favour of the UPN in Yoruba area. 

















Some of them single handedly stuffed ballot boxes with ballot papers numbering 
several hundreds! 


How did they do it? In 1979, the Yoruba people took all other parties to be 
anathema to their wellbeing. Awolowo emerged a Messiah. And the NPN, the 
only rival party, could not produce enough men to police the polling stations. 
So, the UPN had a free day. 


Now.. the NPN is growing too strong to Awolowo's liking. He had been cursing 
his erstwhile lieutenants now crossed to the NPN. Late Akintola's and Adel- 
abu's unfortunate ends are being recalled to frighten dissentient voices. 


In fact, angels will soon descent in million from the sky to vote in Awolowo, 
so we are now told....all seem set for another harassment of the NPN in the 


Yoruba territory. 


And if the party refuses to succumb to threat, and goes forward to present a 
strong challenge, any eventual defeat of the UPN could only be attributed to 


rigging by the NPN: 


During the 1965 Western elections, a lot of havoc was perpetrated by the 
contesting parties--the UPGA and the NPN. 


On the election eve some unknonw party stalwarts gunned down an executive 
officer of the Electoral Commission Office, Mr. S. 0. Oke, in his Ibadan 
office. And on the election day at several centres UPGA stalwarts beat up 
presiding officers, seized ballot boxes and papers, and harassed several 


voters. 


Voting at Ifo, in Egba South I constituency of late Alhaji Dauda Adegbenro (AG 
aspirant to the premiership) did not start until 11 a.m. as both the electoral 
officer and voting materials were nowhere to be found. Two days after the 
elections the ballot boxes lay unopened at a police station. 


And from Ekiti West constituency came the report of the killing of a presiding 
officer. Some party thugs had stabbed him at Effon Alaye. He had refused to 
surrender ballot papers to some party agents when a team of party gangsters 
ordered him to do so. 


Now, one will ask, who introduced thuggery and rigging into our body politic? 
At the inception of representative administration in Nigeria, the NCNC won the 
first election into the Western House. 


Overnight the AG turned the apple-cart, bought the NCNC members, and left the 
NCNC leader, Zik, in the cold. With trepidation Zik left the region and 


headed for the East. 


Not only had the AG introduced rigging through carpet crossing, it had also 
provoked tribal politics by inducing NCNC members who were Yorubas to desert 
Zik who was then representing Lagos in the West. At that period in time one 
Mallam Umaru Altine was the elected Mayor of Port Harcourt. 
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The antecedents of today's political thugs were members of the mosquito 
Brigade, a form of stormtroopers who were engaged to accompany Awolowo during 
his campaign in the early fifties. 


Talking of tribal or ethnic block voting reminds me again of the 1965 elec- 
tions in the West. An influential and elitist Oba commented that the results 


were clannish. 


Oba Mohammed Olanipekun III, the Zaki of Arigidi explained: "Indeed, as it 
happened in the last elections (sic) the Ijebus voted UPGA to back their man, 
Chief Awolowo; Egbas, UPGA back their man, Alhaji Adegbenro; the Ibadan, the 
Oyo, the Oshun people, the Ifes, the Ijeshas--all in the old Oyo Province, are 
known as the Oyos--voted NNDP to back their man, Chief Akintola. 


"As it also happened, the total seats in the old Oyo Province constitute more 
than half the total seats in Western Nigeria. That is the secret of the suc- 
cess and power of the NNDP". 


But the same tribal blockvoting could not in 1979, and will not in 1983, 
suffice to put Awolowo on the national saddle. 


And that, we fear, might again be described as rigging. It is the easiest 
escape route! 


CsO: 3400/1418 
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GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE FROM LAGOS ATTACKED BY ROBBERS 


Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 11 May 83 p 24 
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NIGERIA 


GOVERNMENT SAID PLANNING TO FLOOD MARKET WITH GOODS 
Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 6 May 83 p 24 
[Article by U. Farouk Muhammed] 


[Text] THE Federal Government is arranging to flood the market with essential 
commodities in order to force hoarders to release similar items which they are 


now hiding. 


This was disclosed by the Vice-President, Dr. Alex Ekwueme, at the monthly 
presidential Press briefing in Abuja yesterday. 


Dr. Ekwueme stated that a temporary scarcity of items such as toilet rolls, 
soaps, sardine, among others was created when most of the departing illegal 
aliens bought large quantities of these commodities. He said that the situa- 
tion was worsened when unscrupulous middlemen hid most of the remaining com- 
modities in order to create artificial scarcity and hike prices. 


The Vice-President also said part of the scarcity was caused by the fact that 
manufacturers such as Lever Brothers depend on some raw materials. He said 
that because there had been backlog of payment in the past few months by such 
manufacturers, supplier abroad were reluctant to send new consignment of raw 
material even after Nigerian firms might have obtained import licence. 


In spite of the prevailing circumstance, Dr. Ekwueme explained, Lever Brothers 
sells its products to middle men at the pre-scarcity pricings. 


Dr. Ekwueme explained that the Federal Government is making arrangement for an 
external loan of 41.4 billion to help support Nigeria's balance of payment 
problems. 


Dr. Ekwueme dispelled rumours that foreign banks had refused to loan funds to 
Nigeria. He explained that while such banks agreed that Nigeria was grossly 
under-borrowed, it should be realised that international banks would hesitate 
to advance loans to a country that depends on one commodity such as oil, 
especially at a time of oil glut. 


The Vice-President stated that the country's oil situation was recording 
encouraging improvement. 
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Dr. Ekwueme also denied that Nigeria asked for a loan from International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). What happened, he explained, was that "we asked for 
loans and the foreign banks asked the IMF for status report on Nigeria”. 


Commenting on the Nigeria/Chad border problem, the Vice-President explained 
that there was no covert or overt full scale war going on between the two 
countries. 


He said that following the Federal Government's immediate reaction to Chadian 
incursions into Nigeria's territory, the Chadians immediately withdrew to 
their own part of the border. 


Furthermore, Dr. Ekwueme explained, a Chadian delegation is right now meeting 
in Lagos with Federal Government officials including those of the Ministry of 
External Affairs, in order to resolve the issue. 


It is expected that a communique would be issued and it is hoped that the 
Nigerian/Chad crisis would be resolved peacefully, Dr. Ekwueme said. 


CSO: 3400/1418 











COUNTRY’S DEBT SITUATION SUMMARIZED 


London ARAB BANKING & FINANCE in English No 3, May 83 pp 45,47 


[Article by Roy Laishley and Richard Synge] 


{Text ] 





Nigeria has fallen on hard times largely 
through the vagaries of the world market 
for oil Last year it announced that it 
would be seeking balance-of-payments 
support to tide it through the difficult 
periods of 1983, and towards the end of 
1982 top officials disclosed they were 
negotiating for external borrowings of 
N3,200 million ($4,512 million), of which 
N1,370 million ($1,932 million) would 
be for balance-of-payments support. 

The announcement was ill-timed 
The Euromarket was already reeling 
from its Latin American exposure 
Furthermore, Nigerias short-term debts 
were thought to be touching $5,000 
million 

Rumours of large-scale foreign 
borrowing — first mooted as a $1,000 
million government loan from Saudi 
Arabia — have been in the air for over a 
year now. Talks with Riyadh have 
continued but towards the end of last 
year the government focused on the 
Euromarket It got a cold reception until 
it appointed the “troika” of international 
financial advisers — S G Warburg of the 
UK, Lazard Fréres of France and Kuhn 
Loeb Lehman Brothers International of 
the US — to negotiate new lending 


The “troika” is reported to have 
contacted the main banks with outstand- 
ing LCs to get them converted to 
medium-term loans. The banks with the 
greatest short-term exposure are Barc- 
lays Bank International, Standard Char- 
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tered Bank, The Chase Manhattan Bank, 
Manufacturers Hanover, Citicorp, Bank of 
America and Bankers Trust Company. 
Barclays is co-ordinating the documenta- 
tion for arrangements but is tight-lipped 
about the details. 

Some US banks do not like the idea 
of Nigeria rolling over its short-term 
debts and would prefer a rescheduling of 
medium-term debts. Banks of all persua- 
sions are also keen to see an IMF 
presence in Nigeria An IMF team visited 
Lagos in April for talks with the 
government 

Nigeria has made use of the IMF's 
ordinary tranches but to date has resisted 
pressure to approach the fund for a 
standby facility. Suingent curbs on 
government spending — and in particular 
devaluation of the naira, which the fund 


the economy over the past year has left 
Presidem Shagari with few options, and 
the naira is considered heavily over- 
valued. selling on the black market at 
60% below the official rate. 

The severe strain on Nigerias 
finances impused hy the depressed state 
of the world oil market became clear in 
March and April 1982 when the 

undenook a series of 
austerity measures Almost all goods 
were subjected to increased impon 
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duties and would-be importers faced a 
prohibitive deposit system of up to 250%. 
In addition the federal government 
attempted to curb borrowing by the 19 
stale governments by withholding its 
guarantee from all but the most vital of 
development projects. 

Finance Minister Victor Masi said 
that the external debt of the states which 
was guaranteed by the federal govern- 
ment was at least 50% more than the 
states could expect in revenue. One of 
the first casualties was the $300 million 
package put together by the UK's Morgan 
Grenfell for a new college of technology 
and institute of mines for Kwara state. The 
deal, which was signed in February by the 
slate government, was subsequently 
cancelled 

Although there was a small revival 
in the second half of the year, overall 
borrowings in 1982 by the federal and 
state governments fell sharply. Euroloans 
signed in 1982 totalled less than $800 
million compared with well over $3,000 
million in 1981 Business so far this year 
has been equally slack: the $22 million 
loan to Ondo state for water projects 
which is lead managed by Gulf Interna- 
tional Bank (GIB) and UBAF is one of the 
few to be completed. 


Capital absorption 
Nigeria is one of OPECs high capital 
absorbers. With a population 
approaching 100 million, few industries, 
poor infrastructure and a vast area to 
develop (nearly 1 million square 
kilometres), the country has an enor- 
mous potential appetite for cash The 
1981-85 plan envisages expenditure of 
$150,000 million plus) New steel and 
petrochemicals complexes, more re- 
fineries, a major expansion of the rail and 
road networks, water supply schemes 
and an entirely new capital (Abuja) in the 
heart of the country are the most obvious 
parts of the vast modemisation plan 

The fall in oil prices has put the 
brakes on this ambitious programme 
and brought some projects to a grinding 
halt. Towards the end of last year the 
complex financing package for the rail 
link berween Port Harcourt and the steel 
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town of Ajaokuta - no less thin six 
separate tranches totalling $2,500 million 
— was put on ice, at least because it was 
likely to prejudice attempts to raise 
balance-of-payments support 

An additional problem wus the 
growing arrears in payments of short- 
term debts (LCs and bills of exchange ) 
which by October were reported to have 
amounted to $5,000 million The delay in 
payments on LCs, the first priority, was 
some three months. 

In October budget for the 1983 
financial year, Shagari tried to address 
this problem The kev feacure of the 
budget was a proposal to cut back 
imports to N600 ( $846) a month from the 
N944 ($1330) averaged in the first nine 
months of 1982. The move reflected a 
growing trade deficit of some $2,500 
million by the vear end and a run down 
Of reserves — from N2,700 million ( $3.800 
million) at the end of 1981 tw an 
esumated N885 million ($1250 million) 
in November 1982. 

For 1983 government revenues are 
projected to fall by 20% to N9,300 million 
($13113 million) Nevertheless, with 
reserves sull providing more than one 
Months import cover and a relatively 
healthy debt-service ratio — around 14% 
if the short-term debt is excluded, 28% if 


-is not— Shagari was prepared to take a 


gamble on the economy and permit only 
a modest 6% reduction in government 
expenditure to N10.655 million ($15,000 
million ). 

After a 2% fall in GDP in 1982 a 3% 
rise was predicted for 1983. Oil revenues 
were modestly based on an average price 
of $35.5 a barrel and an output of 1 
million barrels a day (b/d) The balance 
of government expenditure was to be 
met with foreign borrowings of N3,000 
million ($4,230 million), of which some 
two-thirds would be for project lending, 

One of the projects expected to go 
ahead this year is a liquefied natural gas 
plant. Although the government has 
scaled down its original ideas, the 
present scheme could cost up to $7,000 
million by the time it is completed at the 
end of the decade. Shagari has said that 
plans for a new petrochemicals complex 
will continue to be treated as a priorin. 
while the multi-million construction of 








Abuja has gone too far to be stopped, 
even though the work has slowed down 
considerably: In addition, many states are 
continuing with their development plans, 
particularly for water and road schemes. 


Arab interest 


Arab hanks have already shown consider- 
uble interest in Nigeria The first 
syndicated = Euroloan managed and 
underwritten by Arab and Islamic 
institutions was a $25 million deal for 
Imo state signed in Bahrain in February 
1980. Lead managers were Saudi Cairo 
Bank, Trans-Arabian Investment Bank, 
Bank Bumiputra Malaysia, Bank of 
Bahrain & Kuwait and Commercial Bank 
of Kuwait. 

In the bumper loan year of 1981 
Arab banks were lead managers on some 
$750 million worth of loans out of total 
lending of more than $3,000 million 
U'BAF was particularly busy, lead manag- 
ing. among others, the $348 million loan 
for Ajaokuta steel development and the 
$180 million loan to Sokoto state for 
hotel and housing development GIB has 

!.o been active, as Sere Arab Banking 

Corporation (ABC), Al Saudi Banque and 
The National Bank of Kuwait 

Arab participants tailed off notice- 
ably last year as banks began to adopt a 
more cautious attitude to Nigerian paper, 
although at $14,000 million Nigerian 
medium-term debt is not. considered 
excessive. Nigerias economic perform- 
ance so far this vear has only reinforced 
that caution Despite its success at the 
March OPEC summit in keeping its oil 
price pegged to $30 a barrel, it has so far 
not managed to claw back its share of the 
market as planned 

After averaging 129 million b/d last 
vear — the countrys lowest level in 10 
vears — oil production in the first three 
months of 1983 was around 800,000 b/d. 
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This is only half the level Shagari says 1s 
necessary for Nigeria to meet its foreign 
exchange requirements this vear 


Too little, too late 


April’ figures show signs of improving to 
an average of around 900,000 b/d and 
most analysts expect an upturn in the 
third quarter of this vear Unfortunately. 
this is too late to solve NigeriaS present 
problems. Last years current account 
deficit was probably of the order of 
$5,000 million So far this year, oil 
earnings are some 50% down on 1982 
figures. 

Nigerias need for cash has become 
critical but it has come at a time when 
banks have become exceedingly cau- 
tious. Many UK and US banks now fee! 
they have enough Nigerian loans on their 
books. Even Arab banks, with les: 
exposure, are war: “We have been 
involved in quite a few loans to Nigerian 
states in the last couple of vears,” savs a 
GIB manager, “but we are now in the 
process of digestion and are just 
maintaining a watching brief” But while 
Arab interest in the proposed balance-of- 
payments loan appears to be minimal, 
UK and US banks with a large exposure 
cannot afford to be so detached. That is 
expected to change this year. 

Any final deal is likely to be far less 
than the $1000 millior. Nigeria was 
originally proposing. Even chen, comple- 
tion will be bedevilled by the current 
backlog on shor-erm debts. The 
refinancing now being pushed by the 
troika is a delicate and time-consuming 
process. Banks are also anxious to see the 
outcome of the election scheduled for 
August The handling of the economy by 
President Shagaris National Party of 
Nigeria has been tumed into the major 
election issue by its opponents O 
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ANALYSIS PROVIDED OF SITUATION FOLLOWING RIMI'S RESIGNATION 


London AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL in English 11 May 83 p 8 


{Text ] RIMIFICATIONS. The political configuration conti- 
nues its fapid pace of change set off partly. by the death last 
month of Amiau Kano. The main result so far has been the 
strengthening and expansion of the Nigerian Peoples Party (NPP) 
and its probable transformation into a more ideologically-moti- 
vated body. We understand that important decisions have recently 
been made about the NPP’s future leadership. Kano’s Abubakar 
Rimi will pr succeed Dr. Naamdi Azikiwe eventually. 

The key event the last fortnight was the resignation on 30 
April of Rimi as both governor of Kano State and secretary- 
general of the PRP’s progressive or Imoudu wing. He then 
declared that he would compete on an NPP ticket for a second ve 
term as Kano governor. Though it has been known for some time 
that Rimi and many of his colleagues would campaign under the 
NPP flag, this was interpreted as a device to circumvent the refusal 
by the Federal Electoral Commission (FF DECO) to legitimize the 
governors’ faction of the PRP. But on 30 April Rimi’s commit- 
ment to the NPP was shown to be completely different. He said 
that the PRP had ceased to exist effectively: ‘‘With Aminu Kano’s 
death and our exit from the party, it would be wishful thinking 
to expect whatever remains of the PRP to survive for long, no 
matter who holds the registration certificate’’. He called on all 
his supporters, particularly elected PRP representatives, to follow 
his example. (Senator Ahmed Zakari, who represents the PRP 
for Kano North East, was among the first to resign and join the 
NPP.) Rimi promised to devote himself entirely to organizing 
and building up the ait ih hoses context of his ideological 
commitments. 


He lost no time in instructing all PRP and Pop: ‘lar Peoples 
Party (PPP) branches under his influence throughout Nigeria to 
transform themselves into NPP offices - a considerable asset for 
the NPP in view of the heavy investment of moncy and effort 
over the last year by both the Imoudu wing and the PPP 
activists to construct a nationwide organization (a prerequisite for 
registration as a political party). It was FEDECO’s repeated 
rejection of the applications for registration, first by the PRP 
(Imoudu) and then by the PPP, which drove Rimi and his 
colleagues towards the NPP in the first place. But his actual 
resignation as governor was prompted by a warning that FEDECO 
would declare his candidature for a second term illegal soon after 
the 3 May deadline for the submission of nomination papers had 
passed. The grounds on which this would have been done are 
based in & constitutional clause forbidding elected politicians 
from changing party allegiance while in office. 

Rimi had long considered the confusion between the various 
PRP wings and the misunderstanding of the PPP’s role to be a 
major polticial handicap. But while Aminu Kano was alive, it 
would have been difficult for him to discard the PRP label without 
losing considerable en ony This was one factor influencing his 
timing. The other he stood in danger of being swallowed 
by the amorphous NPP party machine which offered its platform 
to him only initially because he represented additional votes and 
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not out of political sympathy. But with the decision of Emeka 
Ojukws to play a prominent role within the NPN, the NPP lost 
a substantial right-wing element which regarded the NPP as 
primarily an [bo party, and followed Ojukwu into the NPN on 
ethnic grounds. Thus the NPP became more in tune with the 
left-wing reformist programme which Rimi and his colleagues 
originally drew up for the PRP, particularly with the more r. 

PRP and PPP incorporated into it. Because of the 
Ojukwu factor Azikiwe was left little option but to contemplate 
this political shift, and Rimi'’s ambition to lead the ‘‘new’’ NPP - 
eventually. 
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BANK OF NORTH'S PROBLEMS BLAMED ON NPN LEADERS | 


Kano SUNDAY TRIUMPH in English 8 May 83 pp 1, 12 
[Article: "Top NPN Debtors Hold Bank to Ransom") 


[Text] THE Bank of the North is being held to ransom by many NPN stalwarts 
who are unwilling to settle their indebtedness to the bank. As a result, the 
bank's continued existence, is being threatened. 


Among the bank's defaulting customers are, a prominent NPN contractor and 
financier, Alhaji Bagudu Waziri of B.C.C.C. Ltd, a very close confidant of 
President Shagari, Alhaji Ishaku Ibrahim, and an NPN deputy gubernatorial 
candidate in Kaduna State, Alhaji Nuhu Babajo. 


When the bank took stock of its financies early this year, it discovered that 
its defaulting customers were owing it 74,892,743 million Naira and that the 


prospects of recovery are very bleak. 


Almost the whole of this staggering amount is owed the bank by either these 
prominent NPN stalwarts or business concerns floated and run by then. 


Only a few weeks ago, the bank's Chairman, Alhaji Aliko Mohammed, complained 
publicly about the unwillingness of those indebted to the bank to liquidate 
their outstanding debts, and said that this was causing his bank a great 


concern. 


Three of the bank's customers alone, who are all NPN financiers--Alhaji Barau 
Potiskum, Alhaji Ali Tahir and Alhaji Bagudu Waziri of B.C.C.C. Ltd.--owe the 
bank very close to 38 million Naira. 


As of January 31, this year, Alhaji Bagudu Waziri and his company, B.C.C.C. 
Ltd, owed the bank a colossal sum of 15,652,952.39 Naira. This represents the 
biggest amount owed to the bank by an individual and/or organisation. 


As at the above date, nothing had been recovered from Alhaji Bagudu and the 
B.C.C.C. Ltd, but according to the bank, legal mortgage of the customer's 
various properties in Sokoto, Minna, and Bida have been "stamped collectively 
for 6.2 million Naira". 











The bank's solicitors have, however, filed a statement of claim against Alhaji 
Bagudu and B.C.C.C. Ltd, in the Minna High Court. 


The second biggest debtor is Alhaji Barau Potiskum who, as at February 8, owed 
the bank a total sum of 13,552,691.09 Naira. 


Legal mortgage on his assets were put at 4,290,000 Naira. However, because of 
prevailing market situation, the bank has not yet completed arrangements to 
auction his assets. 


Another big debtor is Alhaji Ali Tahir who, as at January 8, owed the bank 
8,743,599.58 Naira. 


Against this amount, he has a security in deeds of a little over 1.5 million 
Naira. 


The bank remarked that it has suspended actions aimed at recovery, but that it 
intends, after selling his assets, to file a judgment summons in the court 
which will compel Alhaji Ali Tahir to make monthly payments to it or, get him 
“committed to prison custody until the sums are paid..." 


Other big debtors include, Alhaji Goni Askira (4,978,965.74 Naira), Alhaji 
Hamza Dan Agalan (2,197,660.32 Naira), Alhaji Ahmed Ya‘u (2,686,427.10 Naira), 
and Alhaji Ishaku Ibrahim (2,507,881.66 Naira). 


Also featured in the debtor's list is Alhaji Nuhu Babajo, NPN deputy guberna- 
torial candidate in Kaduna State. As at January 31, this year, Alhaji Babajo 
was owing the bank 634,644.84 Naira and had his properties valued at 436,000 

but stamped for 550,000 Naira. 


Some time ago, there were moves by the Bank of the North to get Alhaji Nuha 
Bagajo's properties auctioned. If eventually his properties were auctioned 
and he is declared bankrupt by a competent court, he will suffer disability to 
contest the election. 


Sources close to the bank revealed that the difficulties the bank is encoun- 
tering in recovering its money are caused by political pressures and 
considerations. 


The source said that because the debtors are all well connected in the power 
circles, the "bank's hands are tied". 


Last year, the bank declared a profit of 18.7 million Naira, which represents 
a 17 per cent decline over the previous year. 


In his end of year address of April 21 1983, the bank's Chairman, Alhaji Aliko 
Mohammed admitted that his bank is operating from a right liquidity position. 


It is believed that this is caused mainly by the refusal of the bank's debtors 
to repay their outstanding loans. 


CSO: 3400/1420 
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VARIOUS CATTLE BREEDS CALLED ENDANGERED 


Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 21 Apr 83 p 4 


[Letter to editor by Mohammed Bello Abdu (NYSC), Department of Cattle 
Production N.A.P.R.I., A-B.U. (Ahmadu Bello University) Shika-Zaria ] 


[Text] 


CSso: 


RECENTLY there was a cail. 
by the Inter-African Bureau fer 
Animal Resources on the need te 
initiate a programme for the coa- 
servation of endangered African 
cattle breeds. ae 

This is one of the challenges 
that would be facing these cea- 
cerned with animal production in 
Seth government and private sec- 
tors in Africa. 

Here in Nigeria, the breeds of 
cattle said to be endangered are 
— (Borgu), and 

By examining: the 
characteristics of each of these 
breeds, one can see the reason(s) 
for such a call. | 
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BRIEFS 


INVESTIGATION OF PRICE HIKES--THE Federal Government has set up a special task 
force to investigate the causes of the current high prices of basic commodi- 
ties, President Shehu Shagari, announced in Calabar on Saturday. Addressing a 
mammoth crowd at the launching of the NPN presidential campaign rally at the 
Calabar Sports Stadium, the President said that the issue would be solved like 
other issues tackled by his administration. He recalled the case of rice 
whose price his administration brought down to N40 from N130 on assumption of 
office. President Shagari said that his government had achieved a lot econom- 
ically, adding that living standard had been raised and wages increased. He 
said that other political parties which criticised his administration did so 
without giving alternative and objective suggestions. "Other parties talk 
about rigging when they are riggers, they talk about corruption when they are 
the most corrupt, they speak about inefficiency when they are actually not 
efficient", he remarked. President Shagari said that his administration had 
done its best in the distribution of amenities, adding that Cross River State 
had not been neglected. [Text] [Lagos DAILY TIMES in English 9 May 83 p 1] 


NEW TV COLLEGE--A new television college has been opened in Jos. Plateau 
state. The Minister of Information, Malam Garba Wushishi, announced at a 
press briefing in Lagos that its establishment is in recognition of the fact 
that the manpower requirement of television was of special nature. He dis- 
closed that the college will offer training facilities to National Television 
Authority staff as well as personnel of other television stations in Nigeria 
and other African countries. The minister said that the National Television 
Authority had also established two domsat transmission stations in Abuja while 
another television station is now nearing completion. [Text] [London WEST 
AFRICA in English No 3431, 16 May 83 p 1205] 


IMMIGRATION CARDS--The Minister of Internal Affairs, Alhaji Ali Baba, has 
announced the introduction of new immigration arrival and departure cards for 
Nigerian passengers. The minister explained that the card would be completed 
in triplicate so as to enable Nigerians to supply minimal information about 
themselves. Alhaji Baba said that this move is to fall in line with the 
practice in some countries where immigration cards issued to their nationals 
contained less personal particulars than those issued to foreign visitors 
adding that it will enable the immigration service and other security arms of 
government to have ready information on the movement of Nigerians into and out 
of the country. [Text] [London WEST AFRICA in English No 3431, 16 May 83 


p 1205] 
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MINISTRY NEEDS 30,000 TEACHERS--The Minister of Education, Dr. Sylvester Ugoh, 
has said that about 30,000 pre-vocational teachers would be needed in the 
country by 1985 when the junior secondary education would be in full swing. 
In a statement at the opening of the first two-week seminar/workshop for pre- 
vocational teachers at the Federal Government College, Ijanikin, Lagos, Dr. 
Ugoh said that the Federal Government had intensified efforts, both locally 
and abroad, to recruit and train teachers in vocational subjects. He said 
that the Swedish Government had provided free equipment and three specialist 
instructors to co-operate with their Nigerian counterparts to supervise and 
direct the workshop as part of co-operative ventures between Sweden and 
Nigeria. The Minister called on the participants to train new teachers to 
create a multiplier effect in the training of pre~vocational teachers. [Text] 
[London WEST AFRICA in English No 3431, 16 May 83 p 1205] 
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SIERRA LEONE 


YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS TO STEVENS 


Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 13 Apr 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] President Siaka Stevens said in Freetown yesterday that his govern- 
ment would always be willing to cooperate with other governments in the 
search for a peaceful and long lasting solution to the numerous political 
and economic problems especially those in the third world countries. 


He was speaking at the State House after he had received the credentials of 
the new Ambassador of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia to Sierra 
Leone, Mr. Ferenc Deak. 


Dr. Stevens registered his appreciation for Yugoslavia's desire to further 
strengthen the bonds of friendship between the two countries and to develop 
bilateral cooperation. 


The Head of State said his government believe that much could be derived 
mutually from cooperation with other countries even with different social 
and economic backgrounds. [as published] 


Ambassador Deak in presenting his credentials said that there were still 
large areas of cooperation between the two countries, which are to be 
intensified and added that the identical views shared by both States in 
international politics and the non-aligned movement were vital factors to 


strengthen the cooperation. 


At the ceremony were the First Vice President Mr S. I. Koroma, the Acting 
Second Vice President and Minister of Finance, Mr. Salia Jusu Sheriff, 
Cabinet Ministers, Secretary to the President Mr. Abdul Karim, the Princi- 
pal Assistant to the Secretary to the President Mr. J. P. A. Koroma and the 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Charles Wyse. 


CSO: 3400/1481 
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SIERRA LEONE 


GOVERNMENT ADOPTS TOUGHER MEASURES ON ILLEGAL FISHING 


Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 13 Apr 83 ppl, 8 


[Text] The deadline for a stop to all illegal Fishing in Sierra Leone's 
territorial waters expires at mid-night today, Wednesday, April 13, and the 
government will take firm action against poachers as from then on. 


The Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Dr. Abass Bundu who is Acting 
Minister of Natural Resources in explaining government's decision to monitor 
more closely the activities of fishing vessels in Sierra Leone's territorial 
waters has made clear that “Any vessel caught in illegal Fishing activities 
will face the full penalty of the law. 


Briefing journalists at the weekend Dr. Abass Bundu outlined new rates of 
royalty fees to be paid by fishing trawlers, and shrimps vessels now approved 


by the government. 


The Minister revealed that Fishing trawlers will now pay Le90 per gross 
registered tonnage and that shrimps vessels will pay Lel50 per gross regis- 
tered tonnage as royalty fees with effect from January 1, this year. 


The Minister explained that the 100 percent increase over last year's fees 
was still substantially below the royalty fees payable in the neighbouring 
countries of Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Mauritania and Liberia, which range 
bewteen 200 and 225 U.S. dollars per gross registered tonnage. 


He further revealed that to bring the rates in line with that operating in 
other countries, government has decided that instead of a larger increase 
this year, there would be a further 100 percent increase in the fees and 
royalties next year, thereby phasing a total increase over a two-year period. 


Dr. Bundu said that in addition to the new fates, his Ministry would from now 
on, give very careful consideration to all applications for renewal and 
issuing of new fishing licences. 


Every applicant, he emphasised, will be required to produce up to date 
certificates of duty paid on total catches landed last year, income tax or 
company tax and the gross registered tonnage of the vessel to be licensed. 
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He said that monthly or annual returns of total catches taken and exported 
or landed for local sale together with annual returns of foreign exchange 
lodged with the Central or Commercial Banks for total catch exported would 
also be required. 


Applicants, he added, will also need to provide documentary evidence of the 
export prices of the catch exported. 


Dr. Abass Bundu also announced that the Ministry of Natural Resources was 
now ready to renew licenees or issue new ones. 


Although the Ministry had turned a blind eye to fishing activities during the 
period when the terms and conditions of licences were being reviewed for 
1983, such activities, the Minister warned, can no longer be tolerated and 
advised fishing companies to take licences without further delay. 


CSO: 3400/1481 
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SIERRA LEONE 


GOVERNMENT TO PROVIDE MORE INCENTIVES FOR RICE PRODUCERS 


Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 13 Apr 83 p 2 


[Text] Government is to provide more incentives to farmers to strive towards 
the goal of self-sufficiency in rice production in the shortest possible time. 


The Parliamentary Special Assistant, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Mr Suffian Kargbo said new tractors and power tillers would be provided in the 
next ploughing season to compensate for labour shortage in the rural area. 


Mr. Suffian Kargbo made the disclosure when he was winding up his tour of 
parts of the Northern province. 


His tour was to explain new policies of the Ministry and make on the spot 
assessment of agricultural problems. 


He announced the reactivation of the Cattle Settlement Committee which would 
provide compensation to farmers whose crops were destroyed by cattle and 
further said that the possibility of repatriating unemployed young people 
to their chiefdoms of origin was now being studied. 


Among the main constraints to increase agricultural productivity cited by the 
farmers was the shortage of tractors and their frequent breakdown. 


They requested that all loans to farmers be channelled through traditional 
rulers to ensure prompt repayment and appealed for a more equitable distribu- 
tion of available tractors. 


Mr Suffian Kargbo informed farmers in the Safroko and Biriwa Chiefdoms that 
available tractors were to be allocated to the largest acreages and that 
farmers who wished, could buy them on hire purchase. 


The Agricultural Engineer Northern Province, Mr. Hadji Daboh, who was also 
in Mr. Kargbo's party promised prompt repairs to both government and private 


tractors. 


The downward trend of the Rolako Agricultural station was also mentioned 
while the station head, Mr. Val-Mudge, promised to explore all possibilities 


for its revival. 
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In Port Loko, the Parliamentary Special Assistant briefed farmers on the 
latest stage of the Rhombe swamp project while the party was conducted 
on a tour of the three thousand acre oil palm plantation at Magbengbira. 


CSO: 3400/1481 
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SIERRA LEONE 


PRESIDENT SIAKA STEVENS' REPUBLIC DAY MESSAGE 


Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 19 Apr 83 pp 1, 28 


[Text] As the nation celebrates its 12th Republican Anniversary today, 
Sierra Leoneans have received a comforting message that their ailing economy 


is on the road to recovery. 


The message is contained in President Siaka Stevens’ Republican day broad- 
cast to the nation this morning. President Stevens said that whatever the 
teething problems encountered through the introduction of the two-tier 
exchange rate system, it has not only helped to reduce the rate of black- 
marketing and smuggling of our diamonds and other essential commodities but 
also contributed towards solving the problems of scarcity of foreign 
exchange. 


But, the Head of State said he would not relent in his efforts to emphasize 
the basic fact that Agriculture remains the key to our economic survival. 


Government's new policy therefore, he said "is to develop agriculture and 
make it profitable for the farmers to remain in the business of production." 


On the international scene the Head of State said Government will continue to 
follow a foreign policy based on respect for the equality, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of all nations, irrespective of size, race, creed or 
political ideology and dedicate itself to the promotion of peace, under- 
standing and sensibility amongst all peoples and races. 


The full text of the message reads:-- 


Fellow Citizens, Our Republic is twelve years old today and we thank God that 
we are able to celebrate this auspicious occasion. 


An anniversary such as this affords us yet another opportunity for stock- 
taking and planning for continued prosperity, which is the corner-stone of 
my Government's sacred determination to seek the well-being and welfare of 


its people. 


I am pleased to report that Sierra Leone's ailing economy is on the road 
to recovery. 
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Whatever the teething problems encountered through the introduction of the 
two-tier exchange rate system, it has not only helped to reduce the rate of 
black-marketing and smuggling of our diamonds and other essential commodi- 
ties but also contributed towards solving the problems of scarcity of 


foreign exchange. 


The present policies of Government are gradually receiving the support of 
the International Monetary Fund. I wish to register my gratitude to all 

friendly Governments and financial institutions which have contributed in 
one way or the other towards our developmental efforts. 


On the international scene, my Government will continue to follow our foreign 
policy based on respect for the equality, sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of all nations, irrespective of size, race, creed or political ideology and 
dedicate itself to the promotion of peace, understanding and stability 

amongst all peoples and races, 


We stand firmly behind the principles and spirit of the Charters of the United 
Nations Organisation, the Organisation of African Unity, the Mano River Union, 
the Economic Community of West African States and the Non-Aligned Movement 
and we give these Organisations as well as other international bodies our 


loyal support. 


I will not relent in my efforts to emphasize the basic fact that agriculture 
remains the key to our economic survival. Government's new policy therefore 
is to develop agriculture and make it profitable for the farmers to remain 
in the business of production. 


As we enter the thirteenth year of our attainment of Republican status, let 
us all remember that we live in a troubled world plagued with many problems. 


We also live in an age of great significance in human history, a formative 
period in which new forces and new ideas wield an ever-increasing influence 


on the lives and destinies of men. 


As a result of these external influences and problems, many a time not of 
our own making, but rather thrust upon us, our normal work has been fraught 
with many difficulties, resulting often times in despairingly slow results. 


However, if we endeavour to give off our best, we will emerge victorious and 
eventually achieve our set goals. 


My Government does not impose social barriers nor does it guarantee special 
economic or political privileges but believes in free cooperation in the 
process of building a better Sierra Leone for future generations. To this 


end I crave your continued support. 


Finally, let us all reexamine our respective roles in the nation-building 
process and approach the problems facing us with objectivity and sincerity. 


I wish you all a Happy Anniversary. 


CSO: 3400/1482 
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SIERRA LEONE 


BRIEFS 


BANK HIT BY DECLINING ECONOMY--The two-tier foreign exchange introduced by 
Government last December could help in placing the economy on a more accep- 
table basis if the system is allowed to operate as originally conceived, 

the Chairman, Board of Directors, Standard Bank Sierra Leone, Mr Johnny 
Smythe, told a recent shareholders meeting at the weekend. Mr. Smythe told 
the bank's 12th annual general meeting at the Paramount Hotel that 1982 was 
a distressing one for Sierra Leone due to intrinsic and extrinsic factors. 
Exports earnings were poor and it was difficult finding the shortfalls to 
cover essential imports, particularly crude oil, he said. The Chairman said 
that the chronic scarcity of foreign exchange resulted in shortages of raw 
materials and consumer goods, and foreign exchange payments to be made by 
the Commercial banks are 22 months in arrears. He said it was not surprising 
that the bank's performance suffered adversely against this background of 

a declining economy: net profit for the year under review was Le523,089, 
down by Le829,759 compared with 1981. Tax payable was Le906,356 and 
Le94,097 from the sale of property, was an additional net profit. [Text] 


[Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 4 May 83 p 2] 


EMBASSIES CLOSURE ONLY TEMPORARY--The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. 
Abdulai Conteh has confirmed that a number of Sierra Leone's diplomatic mis- 
Sions are to be officially closed down. But, he emphasised that the closure 
would only be a "temporary move." This disclosure was made during an 
exclusive interview in his office shortly before the Minister left on an 
overseas assignment this week. The missions which may be affected by the 
temporary closure could include those in the Federal Republic of Germany, 
France, Italy, Cuba, Ghana and the Arab Republic of Egypt. According to 

Dr. Conteh the decision to temporarily close these six missions was necessi- 
tated by the "arduous economic circumstances the country is experiencing." 
He added that the decision was not influenced by "bilateral political con- 
siderations which in the main are excellent with the respective countries." 
On the future bilateral relations with the countries affected by the temporary 
closure, the Foreign Minister said that government was giving "very serious" 
thought to the issue. "The device of multiple accreditation of the remaining 
missions und a roving Ambassador come to mind in this regard," he added. 
Meanwhile lettres to the Heads of the missions to be affected by this tempo- 
rary closure have been dispatched and there are indications that a deadline 
has already been fixed for the closure. Some Heads of diplomatic missions 
have been in Freetown for consultations within the last two months. [Alhaji 
S. A. Kabba] [Text] [Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 6 May 83 pp 1, 8] 
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ELEVEN DIAMOND DEALERS DEPORTED--Eleven diamond dealers have been deported. 
The effective date of their deportation orders was last Wednesday, April 20. 
One of the deportees was declared a prohibited immigrant, a statement from 
the President's office said. The nationalities of the deportees were not 
given. Another diamond dealer as removed from the diamond area. Meanwhile, 
Government has decided to set up a Committee to monitor the activities of 
smugglers. The statement said the proposed committee is the result of 
President Siaka Stevens’ recent address to diamond dealers, in which he 
emphasised the need for dealers to refrain from malpractices in diamond 
dealing. "Future activities of diamond smugglers," the statement said, "will 
continue to be monitored with vigour, in order to minimise the malpractices 
which have resulted in a recurrent financial loss to the country." [Text] 
[Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 25 Apr 83 pp 1, 7] 


IRISH BOOKS GIFT TO UNIVERSITY--A number of books and scientific publications 
have been presented to Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone by 

the Irish Consul in Sierra Leone, Mr. Wadi Michel Aboud. Included in the 
presentation, which is a gift from University College, Dublin, are the McGraw 
Hill Encyclopaedia of Science and Technology in 15 volumes, and their Year 
Book of Science and Technology in 9 volumes, covering the period 1973 to 
1981. Also included are a list of serial publications in the British Museum 
(Natural History) Library, London, second edition in third volumes, and a 
number of journals, bulletins, and periodicals on scientific subjects. [as 
published] The gesture is part of a series of presentations made to the 
College by the Irish Consul in this year, who has been very instrumental in 
getting books and scientific equipment for the College free of charge, from 
Trinity College, Dublin, University College, Dublin and HEDCO, Ireland's 
Development Co-operation Programme. [Text] [Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 


27 Apr 83 p 2] 


CANADIAN ROTARIANS' HEALTH AID--Rotary Clubs in Toronto, Canada are to supply 
700 braces to Sierra Leone this year to help curb the spread of polio. This 
is part of the move made by Rotarians all over the world during the last 

few years to eliminate the disease entirely. The ultimate aim of Rotarians 
is to immunize all children world-wide by the year 2,005 which is Rotary's 
100th anniversary. Rotary Clubs in Canada which have three thousand, three 
hundred members have provided enough raw material to manufacture about 3,000 
braces to be distributed to four African countries including Sierra Leone. 
[Text] [Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 27 Apr 83 p 2] 


NEW CANADIAN ENVOY--The new Canadian High Commissioner to Sierra Leone, Mr. 
Garrett Lambert, has pledged that he would closely follow events in the coun- 
try to ensure that Canada was aware of its preoccupation so that the warm 
bilateral relations might continue on the basis of good mutual understanding. 
Presenting his credentials to President Siaka Stevens at State House last 
Thursday, the High Commissioner said that he looked forward to fulfilling 
that mandate well, and solicited the cooperation of the Government. Mr. 
Lambert said that within a larger international context, the common heritage 
of British institutions and values in the two countries had been reinforced 
by their membership of the commonwealth. He pointed out that Canada's 
efforts to facilitate greater participation of developing countries in the 
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World economy within a framework of a just and equitable World economic order 
had been exemplified by the personal commitment of Prime Minister Trudeau 

in promoting the North-South dialogue. He said that in Sierra Leone 

Canada was directly assisting in the development of human resources, par- 

jovi panisbed in health and education through technical assistance, research 

nd support to non-governmental organisations. 

MAIL in English 25 Apr 83 pp 1, 7) en: ee 


SAUDI FUND FOR NEW HOSPITALS--Acting Second Vice President Mr. Salia Jusu 
Sheriff who is also Minister of Finance has signed a 25 million dollar agree- 
ment with the Saudi fund for Development for the construction of new hospitals 
in Sierra Leone. The Agreement was signed during Mr. Jusu Sheriff's two 
weeks visit in Saudi Arabia. He has returned home. Mr. Jusu Sheriff also 
concluded discussions on combination of grants and loan for financing the 
feasibility studies for the Rogbele, Pantap Road project in the Kambia 
district and the Orugu Dam for the supply of water to the Eastern part of 
greater Freetown. The Acting Second Vice President and his party also con- 
tinued dialogue with the Islamic development Bank, the Saudi Arabian authori- 
ties and the Saudi fund for Development with a view to concluding arrange- 
ments for approved projects and explore further financing opportunities. 
[Text] [Freetown DAILY MAIL in English 13 Apr 83 p 1] 


CSO: 3400/1481 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


MINISTER SAYS COUNTRY ON ‘THRESHOLD OF ARMS RACE’ 
MB230811 Johannesburg RAND DAILY MAIL in English 21 May 83 p 1] 


[By Political Staff] 


[Text] House of Assembly--South Africa appears to be on the threshold of an 
arms race to counter a massive infusion of Soviet military equipment and logis- 
tical support in neighbouring territories 


Defence Minister General Magnus Malan revealed figures in Parliament yesterday 
which point to a heavy Russian arms build-up in Southern Africa and other coun- 
tries in the past five years and said South Africa's defence budget would have 
to be substantially increased in the face of it. 


The possibility of an additional defence appropriation could not be ruled out, 
he said. 


In an interview later, he said he could not indicate how much money would be 
needed because "it depends on the threat." 


"It will be related to the sort of attack on the Air Force headquarters build- 
ings yesterday, the Russian build-up in Africa and long-term planning," he said. 


Releasing the findings of an intelligence survey on Soviet involvement in ainm- 
ing to build up a military force aimed at overthrowing South Africa. [as 


received ] 


He said in the past five years $10,000-million worth of arms and ammunition 
alone had been pumped into Angola. South Africa had not spent anything like 
that. He said bigger financial contributions would have to be made. 


Apart from spending in Angola it had been estimated that it had cost 
R3,400-million for Russia to keep its personnel in Angola, and another R720- 
million for personnel in other African territories. 


Soviet-aligned countries had also spent millions on arms in African countries-- 
R40-million Zimbabwe, R350-million in Mozambique, R800-million in Tanzania, 
R200-million in Zambia and R13-million in Botswana over the past five years. 
Millions of rands had also been spent on equipping SWAPO and ANC forces. 





General Malan said in the past five years R64-million had been spent on training 
ANC and SWAPO guerrillas in Africa and another R36-million externally. Logisti- 
cal support to frontline states had cost R2,400-million. 


He said that 340 ships and 224 cargo aircraft had been used in recent times to 
deliver arms and ammunition to Angola and Mozambique. 


"What could have been achieved in these territories if all this had been 
directed at development?" asked General Malan. 


Under these circumstances, it was “unbelievable” that people still questioned 

why South Africa was being accused of being the "destabilisers"™ in the subcon- 
tinent. The accusations were a propaganda ploy to disguise what other people 

were really doing. 


Since 1977, there had been a 300 percent increase in the armed forces in the 
region, the number of tanks had increased by 200 percent and now stood at 
1,143, and the number of aircraft, mostly Russian MiGs, had increased by 200 
percent to about 600. 


CSO: 3400/1496 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG COMPARES NEIGHBORS’ REACTIONS TO MAPUTO RAID 
MB261815 Johannesburg International Service in English 1500 GMT 26 May 83 
[Station commentary: "Reaction to the Maputo Raid"] 


[Text] There has been an interesting reaction to the Maputo strike from 
southern African governments in whose countries ANC terrorists have been 
especially active. Those neighboring states have either acted against or at 
least hastened to give assurance of a policy of not allowing terrorism 

against South Africa from their territories. Swaziland has arrested two ANC 
members and seized a cache of arms. Mozambique's information minister claims 
his government would arrest any ANC members who bore arms against South Africa, 
and Lesotho states in its protest to Pretoria that it does not allow ANC ter- 
rorist attacks to be launched from its territory. 


Such expressions of peaceful intent would be most welcome if they could all be 
taken at face value. Unfortunately they cannot, not on present evidence. In 
fact, there are quite distinct categories into which the reactions fall. The 
first, genuinely to be welcomed, is that signified by the Swazi raid on ANC 
houses. A note from the Swaziland Government to Mozambique spelled it out. It 
was convinced, it said, that violence as a political solution in the region only 
increased animosity and that only a spirit of mutual accommodation and genuine 
compromise could resolve differences. The Government of Swaziland has acted on 
previous occasions to prevent ANC members in the country from becoming involved 
in terrorism against South Africa, although its inadequate security forces are 
not always successful in stopping terrorists from passing through in operations 
launched from Mozambique. Its reaction on this occasion is further evidence of 
a real desire to promote cooperation and peaceful resolution of disputes in 


southern Africa. 


The reaction of Lesotho and Mozambique is a bluff, like their many earlier pro- 
testations of innocence in the face of clear evidence to the contrary. As re- 
cently as March 22, a group of trained ANC terrorists was captured while trav- 
eling from Lesotho to the KwaZulu capital of Ulundi. 


As for Mozambique, the assurances from Maputo had hardly been made before 
Foreign Minister Chissano said at the United Nations that his government would 


continue to support the ANC. The extent of that support is well known. 
Maputo houses the operation headquarters of the ANC's military wing. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL HOLDS INAUGURAL MEETING 
MB311190 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 31 May 83 


[Text] The minister of constitutional development and planning, Mr Heunis, 
says southern Africa countries can no longer afford to shy away from the real 
problems of the region. Mr Heunis was speaking as chairman of the inaugural 
meeting of the Multilateral Development Council of Ministers in Pretoria. 


He said that all the countries participating in the cooperation agreement 
should do so with open minds and without constraint. He said that during the 
process of cooperation, South Africa would appreciate it if the other countries 
approached problems in southern Africa openly and with zeal. Mr Heunis named 
five basic guidelines which the five countries-——South Africa, Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, and Ciskei--agreed upon at the inaugural meeting of the 
Development Council of Ministers. 


The first principle was the full development of the South Africa, Transkei, 
Bophuthatswana, Venda, and Ciskei region and the optimum use of its natural re- 
sources. Second, was the full development of Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda 
and Ciskei in particular. Next, was agreement on the role to be played by the 
private sector in the development process. Fourth, was that each participating 
country must maintain its self-determination. And lastly, agreement was reached 
on cooperation between the five countries in respect to community problems. 
Seventy-nine ministers, ambassadors and government representatives attended the 


inaugural meeting. 


The South African minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, explained at the 
meeting how the multilateral structure framework would function in the future 
as a result of the cooperation agreement between the countries involved. 

Mr Botha said that the Development Council of Ministers would only have to meet 
twice a year to give advice and monitor development actions. In addition, 
there would be reciprocal discussions in the case of matters affecting just two 
countries. Multilateral committees on economics and finance will also meet 
twice every year. Mr Botha said the greatest workload would probably rest on 
senior officials of the five governments because they would have to serve on 
subcommittees and in work groups. The officials would only have to meet once 

a year because joint community problems would be easier to solve. 
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Delegates from Ciskei at the meeting said in a memorandum that the meeting 
was a milestone in the confederation idea in southern Africa. It was also 
stated in the memorandum that Ciskei felt that it was a pity that all the coun- 
tries did not have an equal in the structure of the development bank and that 
South Africa remained in control of it. [as received] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG COMMENTS ON RSA-LESOTHO TALKS 


MB030613 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 3 Jun 83 
[Station commentary: "Lesotho and Interdependence"] 


[Text] One and 1/2 million people pass through the border posts between Lesotho 
and South Africa every year. They include the main source of Lesotho’s income, 
the 140,000 migrant workers--half its adult male population--who are employed in 
South Africa. They also include transporters of the vast quantities of food 
imports from South Africa, without which the unproductive Basotho would rapidly 
succumb to the worst famine in their history. 


Those facts provide the immediate background to the talks that will be held in 
Johannesburg today between Foreign Minister Pik Botha and his Lesotho counter- 
part, Mr Sekhonyana. 


In follow-up operations after the terrorist bomb blast in Bloemfontein last 
week, the South African police tightened up security checks at the Lesotho 
border posts. Inevitably, the more thorough searches to which the travelers 
were subjected caused long delays. For Lesotho, even this routine security 
action raised frightening prospects of widespread economic disruption, and pro- 
duced within days a dramatic change of heart in its readiness to begin talking 
seriously about good neighborliness between states. 


Whether that is a sign of a readiness to act remains to be seen. Prime Minister 
Leabua Jonathan's record of seeking to ingratiate himself with radical govern- 
ments and movements--even to the point of endangering the stability of his coun- 
try and the welfare of his people-—gives little cause for optimism. Present 
protestations of peaceful intentions and cooperation provide an odd contrast to 
such recent actions as establishing diplomatic ties with communist China, declar- 
ing Lesotho to be at war with South Africa, and providing facilities for ANC 


terrorist attacks. 


But the pressure on Lesotho is intense, as the reaction to the security measures 
taken at the border posts showed. Whatever risks the flamboyant Chief Jonathan 
may be prepared to take, his government is well aware that the country's welfare 
depends entirely on maintaining the closest possible ties with South Africa. 


Remittances from the wages of the migrant workers provide more than 40 percent 
of Lesotho's gross national product. As a result of a highly favorable formula, 
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its share in the regional customs pool is the most important single component 
of its state revenue, amounting to more than 100 million rands this year. 

In these and mmerous other spheres that countries of southern Africa are 
bound together by their interdependence. [as received] 


Attempting to deny it, to withdraw from that network of cooperation, is an 
exercise of self-destruction, a formula for economic disintegration, social 
tension, and political strife. For good or ill, the governments of the sub- 
continent must make their choices and, having done so, be prepared to reap the 
benefits of, or somehow try to survive, the consequences. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


PAPER ON CLAIM USSR BEHIND CAR BOMB ATTACK 
MB280935 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 27 May 83 p l 
[Article by James Tomlins, the STAR's Foreign News Service] 


[Text] Paris--A confidential newsletter, linked with French intelligence, 
claimed today that the Pretoria car bomb attack was carried out by white men-- 
communists acting on direct orders from Moscow. The attack was not made by 
the African National Congress which, rather tardily, claimed to have done so, 


it said. 


A spokesman for the office of the minister of law and order, Mr Louis le Grange, 
was asked to comment on the newsletter's claim: "The minister and the commis- 
sioner of police, General Mike Geldenhuys, have more than once pointed out that 
the African National Congress was responsible for the blast. 


"They have no reason to believe that the ANC was not responsible. The ANC has 
also openly admitted responsibility. 


"The minister and the commissioner have blamed the ANC, not because they wanted 
tc but because of the evidence and facts in the possession of the police," the 


spokesman said. 


The bi-weekly LETTRE D‘AFRIQUE newsletter, two months ago predicted that South 
Africa faced a new menace--white terrorists. The newsletter, commenting on 
the Pretoria attack, said: "All we want to say is that the tragic incident 
unfortunately confirms what we have reported several times in the past. 


"We can assure you that the Pretoria attack was planned by whites, who detonated 
the bomb by radio. Once more we wish to repeat that in South Africa there will 
be no armed struggle as there was in Rhodesia, but selective sabotage attacks 


to smash the country's economy. 


"Reprisals against neighbouring countries will serve no purpose because the 
sabotage will be carried out by white commandos and experts." 


Immediately after the blast there was some confusion about who was responsible 
for the attack. 


58 





The ANC took three days to finally claim that a special unit of its military 
organisation has planned and carried out the attack--through a statement by 
its representative in Dar-es-Salaam. 


The attack is seen by many expert observers as being a radical departure from 
the ANC's stated policy of not directing attacks against civilian targets. 


It is understood that South African police specialists investigating the blast 
have not ruled out the possibility that whites were involved in the planting 
of the bomb. 


LETTRE D'AFRIQUE scored a world scoop some years ago when it was the first 
publication to report the presence of Cubans in Angola. 


The newsletter was founded about 15 years ago. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


JOHANNESBURG COMMENTS ON DE CUELLAR'S MISSION 
MBO20955 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 2 Jun 83 
[Station commentary: "Resolution 435 and the Cubans"] 


[Text] UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar has been launched on the author- 
ity of the Security Council on a personal mission to achieve a settlement of 
the South-West African issue. Unless Mr de Cuellar is prepared to take cogni- 
zance of the most fundamental obstacle to such a settlement--the presence of 
30,000 Cuban troops in Angola--his mission will fail. 


That gloomy assessment has already been suggested by the reactions of the 
American and South African representatives at the United Nations. The reason 
is simple: Mr de Cuellar's mission will fail because the withdrawal of Cuban 
troops from Angola is not merely an unrelated demand made by the South African 
and Western governments for ulterior motives as opponents have claimed. It is 
an essential condition for achieving the aims of the UN's own plan for South- 


West African independence, 


Those aims are embodied in Resolution 435, adopted by the Security Council in 
September 1978. Resolution 435 states that the independence of South-West 
Africa must be achieved through free and fair elections. The logical conse- 
quence of that statement is that the situation in the region must be such as 
to make possible the holding of free and fair elections, and that impediments 
within the situation must first be removed. 


It is precisely at that point that there has been an inseparable link between 
independence for South-West Africa under Resolution 435 and the presence of 
the Cubans in Angola. SWAPO, one of the main participants in the struggle for 
political power in the territory, has no interest in a democratic settlement. 
That has been stated openly by Sam Nujoma, who this week again said SWAPO 
would intensify its terrorist campaign even while Mr de Cuellar was engaged 


on his mission. 


It is confirmed by the intense pressures that have had to be exerted on SWAPO 
since the adoption of Resolution 435--and even before that--to get its accept- 
ance for any new initiative that forced it closer to acquiescence in a democra- 
tic settlement. In their bid for power, SWAPO and its Soviet backers vastly 
prefer the prospect of eroding opposition through a sustained campaign of 
terrorism to the uncertainties of free and fair elections. The task of the 
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architects of a democratic settlement is to make it impossible for SWAPO to 
continue with its terrorist campaign. 


That means the Cuban factor must be removed. In material terms, the viability 
of SWAPO's offensive is dependent on the assistance it receives from the Cuban 
troops in Angola, on their provision of secure bases at Lubango, on the plan- 
ning and training facilities they offer and their availability as an inexhaust- 
ible source of weapons, and on their logistical support in keeping open a 
western corridor for SWAPO terrorists to move down to the border and return 
without crossing UNITA territory. The psychological significance is no less 
important. The Cubans are an ever-present and visible assurance to SWAPO that 
it has the backing of a major power for its terrorist campaign. 


The American State Department has described the Cuban obstacle to a South-West 
African settlement as a fact of life, reflecting the reality on the ground. 

It is a part of the present situation that makes the holding of free and fair 
elections under Resolution 435 impossible. Removing the obstacle is no more 
than a necessary step in achieving the UN's own stated goal for the territory. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


PFP CONSTITUTIONAL PLAN--The leader of the official opposition, Dr van Zyl 
Slabbert, says the Progressive Federal Party [PFP] does have a constitutional 
plan and is prepared to debate it on television. Dr Slabbert was replying in 
the assembly to a statement by the minister of constitutional development and 
planning, Mr Heunis, who said that a debate on the new constitution could not 
take place because the PFP had no plan of its own. The minister made the 
statement during the debate on his budget vote. Dr Slabbert said the PFP had 
a declaration of intent which could serve as a mandate for negotiation. The 
declaration contained several nonnegotiable principles such as full citizen 
rights for all and no domination by any one group. Dr Slabbert said the PFP 
agreed with the National Party that change should take place by negotiation 
only, but differed on the way this should be done. [Text] [MB0O20720 Johannes- 
burg Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 2 Jun 83] 


MIGRANT WORKERS' CITY RIGHTS--The Black Sash has called on migrant workers 
affected by a landmark appeal case to claim city rights. On Monday, the appeal 
court upheld the right of Mehlolo Tikhoto to live in Germiston. It upheld the 
Supreme Court finding that although he was forced to renew his contract every 
year, this did not count as a break in his service of more than 10 years with 
one employer. The Black Sash urges workers who qualify for city rights in 
terms of this judgment to go at once to the nearest labor office and claim 
them. The government has not yet reacted to the appeal finding, and it is not 
yet clear if the government will enforce the court's decision. The Sash says 
workers whose rights are refused then should report to the Black Sash advice 
office. Migrants who have worked in the city for one employer to 10 years, or 
legally for several for 15 years, would qualify for city rights under the new 
judgment. [Text] [MB010733 Umtata Capital Radio in English 0600 GMT 1 Jun 83] 
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SWAZILAND 


PRIME MINISTER SPEAKS ON ELECTIONS, LAND ISSUE 
MB310855 Mbabane Domestic Television Service in Siswati 1630 GMT 30 May 83 


[Text] Prince Bhekimpi, the prime minister, today asked the nation to unite 
and said that teachers must teach children to obey and respect their elders so 
that the children will support all that the elders do. He said this at a meet- 
ing of farmers at Vulvalane, who had come to congratulate him on his appoint- 
ment as prime minister. Prince Bhekimpi said that it looks as if with the 
advancement of education there will grow a rift between children and elders if 
the children are not taught to obey and cooperate with their parents. Prince 
Bhekimpi said that he saw the visit by this delegation as something like a 
prayer by them to God to give him strength and wisdom to lead our government 
because without the Almighty the nation will decline. 


On the situation in southern Africa, Prince Bhekimpi said it would be good if 
the nation would follow in the footsteps of the late King Sobhuza, whe believed 
in dialogue as opposed to the armed solution of problems. He said that even to- 
day the government believes that dialogue solves problems because usually when 
parties take up arms against each other and other parties try to stop the fight, 
in the end the warring parties will make peace with each other. 


Regarding his appointment as prime minister, the prince said that even though 
people expected the new prine minister to be appointed after elections, it is 
evident that the Swazis have their own way of doing things which is different 
from the European way, where the leader of a certain party is usually elected 
leader of the government if his party wins the elections. He said his term of 
office as prime minister will be determined by how well he performs for the 
nation. He said he would not be surprised if at any time he were to be dis- 
missed from this position for lack of efficiency in his new post and replaced 
by someone else. He said another thing that has come to the fore is that prime 
ministers in our country are not chosen because they have been educated or 
trained in how to be prime ministers, and he said that this also applies to 
other leaders of the nation. They, too, are chosen by the elders who have seen 
fit to appoint certain individuals to the appropriate posts. 


The prime minister said, as he has said before, that if he had his way, Swazis 
would not have to make appointments with him before having an audience with 
him. However, having people come to his office unannounced would disrupt his 
schedule. He said despite this problem, he is still willing to have an audi- 
ence with anyone who is troubled by anything, and he said under such circum- 
stances, a person is welcome without an appointment. 
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The prime minister said that he is aware of the problems of the Vuvulane farmers, 
and he asked them to keep him informed of further developments. 


Prince Bhekimpi also said that he urgently needs to talk to the nation again to 
discuss the Ingwavuma and KanGwane issue. He said he will do this because 
there are important points he did not manage to put forward to the nation dur- 
ing the opening day speech at the Ingwavuma camp. He said this place was 
Ingwavuma because the people occupying that area are from Ingwavuma and had 
fled their homes due to some problems. He said that he hopes that after the 
land issue is resolved, those who fled to this side of the Lubombo River will be 


able to return to their places of origin. 


Member of parliament Mabalizandla Nhlabatsi said that the council hoped that the 
appointment of Prince Bhekimpi as prime minister will be followed by blessings 
similar to those that followed the prince when he led a delegation to England, 
which resulted in our country attaining independence. He said the surprising 
thing is that on the day the prime minister opened the Ingwavuma camp, after 
his speech rain began to pour and it continued until yesterday. 


Another speaker for the delegation, Dr Alan Nxumalo, said the nation is very 
happy with the prime minister's attitude in opening his doors and allowing the 
nation to call on him at any time. He said he hoped that if the prime minister 
continues in this way, the nation will support him at all times. He said this 
will enable even those who were afraid of calling on the prime minister without 
a prior appointment to have the courage to call on him. He also said he hopes 
the problems the nation has overcome will unite the nation. 
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UPPER VOLTA 


OUAGADOUGOU RADIO PRAISES OUEDRAOGO'S MESSAGE TO NATION 
AB291235 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 1245 GMT 28 May 83 


[Analysis by Samuel Tiendre] 


[Text] Decidedly the month of May has been rich in political dramas. The 
events of 17 May had not finished drawing comments when the head of state's 
message, published yesterday evening, bowled over the overall data on which 
we have come to rely in evaluating the political situation in our country. 
The political audacity of Jean-Baptist Ouedraogo supervised the most informed 
observers in our country who are accustomed to expect almost anything. 


To justify their taking the reins of public affairs, the military regimes that 
have so far followed one another at the head of our country have often raised 
the issue of a threat of civil war and presented their interventions as mea- 
sures to preserve the country from ultimate disintegration. The Army was con- 
stantly presented as a social group with no political ambitions having the 
equanimity of a spectator and no (?hunger) for the multiple ups and downs in 
the civilian struggle for state power, intervening from time to time only to 
put the state machinery back into gear and subsequently returning to the 
barracks. 


The head of state's analysis runs counter to this myth and asserts that by dint 
of rubbing themselves against political power, the s>cldiers have ended up taking 
over the ideological disputes of the civilians. Already bearing seeds of dis- 
cord and stagnation when practiced by civilians, politics therefore becomes a 
real threat to social peace when political dogmas wear helmets and ride in a 
armored vehicles. As much as it is true that the essential issue for a country 
like Upper Volta is really that of development, it is more than certain that 
development can only be achieved within the framework of a number of favorable 
conditions, among which civil peace is the essential factor. Anything must be 
sacrificed for that, and so almost everything is wiped out and there is a fresh 


start. 


In making the decisions contained in his message of yesterday evening, however, 
President Ouedraogo made a formidable challenge to the common sense of his 
fellow citizens who are now invited to make the good choice of national recon- 
ciliation. Will he win? As the English say, we must wait and see. 
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We must point out in passing that the news did not surprise our colleagues of 
the written press either. CARREFOUR AFRICAIN takes up the head of state's 
speech in its columns and carries the comments of its director general under 
the title "Wisdom's Victory." My colleague Sidiki Ouedraogo, underlining the 
key points of the head of state's statement, concluded that it was a highly 
political, courageous, reconciliatory, and unifying gesture that cannot be 
subjected to opposition, for any attempt to halt this process will be deliber- 
ately directed against the Upper Voltan people, on whose behalf every son of 
the country is devoting his efforts, he added. 
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CIVIL SERVICE INQUIRY COMMISSION PRESENTS REPORT TO OFFICIAL 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 14 May 83 p 1 


{Text} 
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of material resources does 
not in itself assure unimped- 
ed development. Develop- 


Organisation of the channels 


strument for national . 
*’ he said 


Commenting on the nature of 
the report, Mr Willima said 
he-could not doub its quality 
as its members were 


Noting that the composition of 


the committee 
i officials from the 


representatives of the 
workers—he said this was 
the first time since In- 
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ZCTU REJECTS TEN PERCENT WAGE CEILING ANNOUNCED BY KAUNDA 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 14 May 83 p 1 


[Text] 


cso: 


3400/1471 


jected the ten 


ZAMBIA Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) has re- 


per cent wage ceiling announced by 


President Kaunda last month. _. 


Senorei secretary Mr 
N ‘Zi aoe 


imba said in Kitwe 
and other services formed part 


He noted that personal levy, 
rates, water, electricity, fares 
and prices of commodities had 
increased ‘‘tremend- 
ously’’ but workers had not 


and other unfair hikes. 
“The hikes amount to one 
thing that workers have been 


responsibility of helping 
workers meet their demands.’ 

The decision to decontrot 
the prices of goods was taken 
in good faith and it was the 


Kaunda recently said he did 


on to decisions centrally 
by trade unions of the coun- 
try.”” 











ZAMBIA 


NATION, WFP SIGN AGREEMENT PROVIDING MAIZE FOR FAMILIES 


Lusaka DAILY MAIL in English 13 May 83 p 1 


{Text} ZAMBIA and the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) yesterday 
signed an agreement involving 97,649 bags of maize of 90 kg each for the 
families working in the Foresty Department's Industrial Plantation. 


Lands and Natural Resources Minister, Mr Fitzpatrick Chuula signed for the 
government while SFP deputy representative, Mr Vincent Gondwe signed for the 


WFP. 


Speaking before signing, Mr Chuula said the agreement was important in that it 
would provide staple food to the 2,500 workers and their families working in 
the plantation industry. 


The Minister explained that the 8,650 tonnes of WFP maize would be exchanged 
on equal value basis for mealie meal which would be sold to workers at full 


market prices. 


"The funds realised from these sales will be placed in a special account as 
required," Mr Chuula said. 


However, he said the management of the selling of mealie meal to workers would 
be undertaken by the Forestry Project Consumer Co-operative. 


The formation of the co-operative would be assured before the commencement of 
the project and over the duration of the project life and 15 per cent of the 
meal sales proceeds would go towards the establishment and operation of the 
consumer co-operative. 


But the 85 per cent of the proceeds, said the minister, would go towards the 
establishment or expansion of a number of forestry department schemes which 
were now lagging behind due to lack of funds. 


In reply, Mr Gondwe said the WFP was impressed to note that the government had 
decided to provide food to its workers. 


He said he was aware that in the past, much of Zambia's money was spent on 
assisting refugees who were running away from their countries because of 
instability. 
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"This was because Zambia has love for other people. It is for this reason 
that the WFP is prepared to assist where possible especially that the country 
is faced with financial difficulties," Mr Gondwe said. 


He urged workers in the department to ensure that the World Food Programme 
succeeded in Zambia by working hard as a team. 
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RMC ‘CONFIDENT OF INCREASING' EMERALD PRODUCTION 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 16 May 83 p 2 


(Text } 


Cso: 


in Zambia at 


weekend, managing | 
Winner. 


director Mr 
Matongo said under the 


agreement his firm would- 


obtain all the capital re- 
quired to develop the 


deposits on the Cop- - 
Ore said: “Preparations are‘ 


now being Pa for imple- 
mentation agreement 
‘hat Gee Uae uaneanine & 
thet thrqugh this agreement it 
will increase production and 
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ZAMBIA 


tions to cover the “‘large’’ 
19.700 square kilometre area 
on the Copperbelt. he said. 

**The company wires. a 
substantial amount of capital 
to invest. not only in plant and 
equipment but also in in- 
frastructure such as roads. 
bridees. housing. fencing of 
mining sites and provision of 
water for domestic and 
industrial use.** 

**As long as the villages in 
the area remain in their pre- 
sent form thev continue to be a 
to the development of e 
is adopted.”* — 

The firm’ would like to 
spread its operations to all 
parts of the area just in case - 
some **mines”’ mav turn out to 
be unviable ‘‘and the risks 
mav be minimised by mining 
ail the major known deposits 
simultaneously."* he said. 
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FORMER MINISTER SAYS MEALIE MEAL PRICE INCREASES 'UNJUSTIFIABLE' 
Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES in English 15 May 83 p 1 


[Article by Patu Simoko] 


[Excerpt] THE National Agricultural Marketing Board- (Nam- 
board) refused to maize from cheaper suppliers 
and left hundreds of tonnes of fertiliser uncleared at 
—_ African ports at tremendous cost in demurrage 
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staple food in difficult 
imports for international times and for unjustifiable 


mea) - and = ertilisers as =the feelings of the people in-, 
‘politically unwise and stead of ge them to’ 


Geom usifiable.”’ «Support t ’ : 
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tendered for Ki8. which we are consuming now 
ned tb buy. and which are already suppor- 
the > Zim ted by an element of subsidy 
maize Mulenga added: “*T **We haven’t started consu- 


Mtipresemation fers:  Namboard tll the nation ifthe 
ak or am tell the nation i 
~~ Ay " price we are paying goes to off- 

On fertilisers he said, ‘‘the set the prices of maize im- 
prices of fertilisezs on the inter- ported from Zimbabwe at K28 


national market last year were per bag excluding transport 
hes aa when South Africa offered K18 
speak 


not a8 an 

claimed. The tenders per bag? : 

my. favour. One of my com- “The new prices would only 
Panies tendered.”’ , logically relate to the 1983/84 


0 paying these prices  8€280n. The Government has 
Fe the inefficiency of ‘Deen ill-advised to announced 
Namboerd? Fertilisers were — %©w what should have been an- 
imported lest year but instead Ounced in 1984. 
of di them, remained ‘When all economic factors 
@ pans in Basten Ga Port are considered any increase 

accumulating should not have exceeded 16 
per cent and in any case when 
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MINERAL EXPLORATION AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH FRANCE 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 14 May 83 p 5 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


TAZARA REPLACING PRC LOCOMOTIVES--CHINESE-built Tazara locomotives will be 
completely replaced with a different fleet to end the motive power problem 
which leads to their constant breakdown. Tazara general manager Brigadier- 
General Charles Nyirenda said from Dar es-Salaam no new Chinese engines would 
be bought for Tazara locomotives under an engine replacement exercise which 
started on trial basis in 1980. Gen Nyirenda said in a telex message from 
Tanzania to this newspaper: "The permanent solution to our motive power 
problem is the replacement of the Chinese fleet with another type of loco- 
motives. This programme is being carried out." The repowering exercise was 
aimed at getting the best utility from the Chinese locomotives. No new 
Chinese engines would be bought and the existing ones would be used until 
"their use is no longer economic." Under the engine replacement exercise 
Tazara's Chinese locomotives were being fitted or repowered with new MIU en- 
gines made in West Germany. [Text] [Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES in English 15 May 83 


p 1) 


SOUTHERN PROVINCE DAM REHABILITATION--SOUTHERN Province is to rehabilitate 32 
dams this year embraced in the K4 million expenditure programme aimed at pro- 
viding water to the people as well as for agriculture. Permanent secretary 
for Southern Province Mr Edward Himunyanga said in Livingstone yesterday that 
during a meeting of district executive secretaries in Choma last February, it 
was agreed that each district should rehabilitate five dams. He said another 
38 new dams would be constructed in the region to bring the total to 70 as 
earlier planned. Mr Himunyanga said the construction of dams which started 
last year was making steady progress and more than K900,000 had already been 
spent. At the meeting in Choma attended by all district executive secretar- 
ies, it was recommended that in view of limited resources, each council should 
build five dams, and two boreholes under the second phase of the drought re- 
lief programme. [Excerpt] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 14 May 83 p 2] 


UNEMPLOYED URGED TO RETURN TO FARMS--Party Secretary General Mr Humphrey Mulamba 
has challenged those not engaged in employment to abandon their fantasies and go 
back to the land. Addressing a public meeting at Kaunda Square in (Sinanga) ‘ 
Mr Mulemba said agriculture was a cornerstone of the country's economic survival 
The secretary general said Zambia's economy must move on, but can only do so if 
people without gainful employment and those literally doing nothing take the 
party's call to go back to the land seriously. He added that no country can be- 
come a nation of consumers. For us to survive a large number of the people must 
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go into production, and it is the only way of beating the rising cost of living. 
The party chief said the party and its government had introduced more incentives 
for the farmers this year for a number of cash crops. Among these are a 90 kg 
bag of maize which price has been increased from 16 kwacha to 18 kwacha 20 ngwee, 
sunflower from 19 kwacha to 21 kwacha 50 ngwee, rice from 28 kwacha to 30 kwacha, 
and groundnuts from 48 kwacha to 55 kwacha per bag. Meanwhile, the secretary 
general has instructed party leaders from city, branch, ward, and district 

levels to meet regularly in order to review their program. Mulemba said if they 
do not meet regularly they would find that development in their district was 
lagging behind in comparison to other parts of the country. The party chief left 
for Sesheke for the final trip of his tour of the western province, which ends 
today. [Text] [M8020335 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 0500 GMT 2 Jun 83] 
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ZIMBABWE 


PAPER NOTES DANGERS OF EMERGENCY POWERS 
MB251118 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in English 13 May 83 p 4 


[Editorial: "Extraordinary Actions"] 


[Text] With parliament enjoying longer and longer holidays (16 February to 
21 June so far this year), government is utilising the Emergency Powers Act 
and its regulations to govern the country. It is a situation which, in general 
terms, is undesirable and, in some particular instances, it is introducing 


ominous precedents. 


Parliament is elected to enable a government to be formed, but does not relin- 
quish its responsibility to the electorate when the prime minister and cabinet 


are appointed by the president. 


While ministers are entrusted with the day-to-day operations of their portfolios 
within the framework of laws passed by parliament, major policy changes, or 
actions which suspend existing laws, should be the subject of public debate 
where government should be required to justify its actions tc the representa- 
tives of the electorate. 


If a country is governed for extended periods under emergency procedures, which 
give a government extraordinary powers to meet extraordinary conditions, an atti- 
tude of unrestricted executive power is likely to result. Parliament tends to 
be regarded then as an inconvenience for those who hold the reins of government. 


Three years after independence, Zimbabwe is still under a state of emergency, 
and until the problems in Matabeleland are resolved, this is likely to continue. 
However, because a situation in one part of the country requires emergency 
powers, should advantage of the general legislation be taken to introduce 
extraordinary measures in a completely unrelated situation? 


We refer to the minister of labour's actions last week to deny the legal right 
of creditors to recover debts due by fencing services. This extraordinary 
action was taken without any public explanation or justification, yet it sus- 
pends basic legislation governing the conduct of business, for an indefinite 


period. 


In the absence of a statement, one can only guess at the motives of the minis- 
ter. He may have wished to keep the company in operation after it had declared 
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itself a cooperative (itself an extraordinary action). However, declaring that 
a company may not be required, by legal action, to pay its debts may assist that 
company, but in turn places those concerns who are owed money in jeopardy. Or 
does the minister intend to exempt those companies from responsibility for pay- 
ing debts to yet other businesses? 


A very dangerous precedent has been created, which flies in the face of long- 
established practice. If the minister had wished to encourage the continuation 
in business of fencing services, the proper course would have been to encourage 
the creditors and the company to discuss a scheme of arrangement. Then, those 
involved who are best able to judge the situation, might have arrived at an 
agreement under which the company could have continued in operation. 


If parliament were sitting at present, members could have questioned the minis- 
ter and sought his justification for his suspension of the law. In turn, the 
public would have been aware of the reasons for the minister's actions. 


Of course, faced with the possibility of searching questions, the action might 
not have been taken at all--which illustrates the danger of long adjournments 


of parliament, and the use of emergency powers in situations far removed from 
the original reasons for their introduction. 
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ZIMBABWE 


RADIO PRAISES MUGABE'S EAST EUROPEAN TOUR 
MB301355 Harare Domestic Service in English 1115 GMT 30 May 83 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The prime minieter, Comrade Robert Mugabe's, historic visit to three 
European countries has ended, and Comrade Mugabe and his delegation are now 
back home. The visit to the GDR, the Hungarian People's Republic and the 
CSSR was not just another visit. It was an eye-opener, a tool to study how 
socialism is being transformed from theory into practice. 


The cornerstone of Zimbabwe's external policies emanates from the best princi- 
ples of peace and for justice, respect of territorial integrity, as well as an 
exchange of experiences in various fields between nations. All this is aimed 
at the promotion of peace and the eradication of suffering caused by exploita- 


tive socioeconomic systems. 


We note with satisfaction that the relationship which existed between Zimbabwe 
and the three socialist countries which the prime minister visited has now been 
strengthened. We also note with admiration that the prime minister and his 
delegation closely studied how these countries are implementing their socialist 
programs to improve the living standards of the masses. Zimbabwe, as a young 
nation aspiring to develop a socialist society, has a lot to learn from these 


countries. 


It is highly commendable to note that several accords were signed in that visit, 
but most significant was the realization that party-to-party relationships were 
of paramount importance. Ar, relationship which does not take into account the 
masses is likely to remain on paper. This is why we think the involvement of 
the people from the grassroots level is extremely important. It is the masses 
under the dynamic leadership of their revolutionary parties who showed colonial- 
ism, imperialism, and fascism in Zimbabwe, the GDR, the Hungarian People's Re- 
public, and the CSSR. [sentence as heard] This is why Zimbabwe's victory, 
which was made possible by all progressive nations and organizations, will 
always remain a victory of the whole socialist community. This is also why the 
accords signed during Comrade Robert Mugabe's visit to the three East European 
socialist countries was historic. The visit proves once again that Zimbabwe is 
truly nonaligned and therefore seeks to develop bilateral relations with the 
whole international community. It also shows clearly that Zimbabwe aspires to 
see the emergence of 2 truly peaceful and harmonious international community. 


78 








It would be disappointing if what the prime minister and his delegation 
started is not translated into practice in Zimbabwe in accordance with our 


concrete situation. 


We therefore urge the popularly elected government of Zimbabwe and the 

people and governments of the GDR, the Hungarian People's Republic, and the 
CSSR to vigorously implement the newly signed agreements. We also hope that 
contacts between the peoples of these three countries and Zimbabweans will be 
intensified at grassroot levels. Anything to the contrary will be unwelcome 
by the whole progressive world. 


Long live the solidarity of the progressive international community. Long 
live our leader, Comrade Robert Gabriel Mugabe. The struggle continues. 


CSO: 3400/1496 
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ZIMBABWE 


BRIEFS 


SWAPO PROGRAMS ON ZBC--The government har provided production facilities to 
enable the gouth-West African People's Urganisation to broadcast programmes 

on Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation's Radio One, ZBC's director of programmes 
Cde Grey Tichatonga, said last week. Cde Tichatonga said: "Procedures to 
facilitate the broadcasts have been completed, and as soon as we see that they 
have recorded enough programmes, the Voice of Namibia will take to the air on 
Radio One at 9 pm Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The government has pro- 
vided the production facilities; all ZBC will be doing is to supervise the 
quality and the content of the programmes as stipulated under the broadcasting 
act. Under the act, ABC reserves the right to determine what is broadcast on 
its radio and television networks. "All this production will be done on the 
same lines as the Voice of Zimbabwe, which was broadcast on Radio Maputo during 
the struggle for Zimbabwe's independence," Cde Tichatongasaid. He said the pur- 
pose of the exercise was to correct information on Namibia relay-d by South 
Africa to southern Africa and Namibia. (Cde Tichatonga said: "The frequency 
of the broadcasts will be increased as and whenit's felt their impact is effec- 
tive in southern Africa and in particular, Namibia. [Text] [MB241100 Harare 
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